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Proverb. I 4+ I'Zo 


a There i a Way Which ſeemeth right onto a Man: 
But the end thereof are the Wayes of death. 


ana 1E Philoſopher Pythagoras, 
Ws 2D) (whoſe 7pſe dixit , was warrant and reaſon 
S2( enough to ſatisfie, or filence at leaſt, his 
SSP 24) whole Schoolc\ conſidering the birth of 

SHS DÞ all Mankind tobe afier one manner, and 
their deathes a like certaine , expreſt his conccit by the 
Grecke letter Y; shewing thereby , that all haue alike 
common entrance into the world; the K722 and the beg- 
gar; the foole and the Philoſopher z and that only the difte. 
rence betwixt Man and Man was, in the different yie of 
themſelues,and the choyce of their wayes heere, vvhere_ 
there was a way of wilcjvomeand yertue, anda way of 
Ignorance and vice propounded to all; and as Men 
walkt inthe one or in theother, ſo was their liacs, and 
the iſſue of cheir lines (their deathes) cicher miſerable 
Or happy. 

Our bleſſed Sarzonr (the true Pyrhagoras) the wiſdome 
of his Father (whole Ipſe dixit muſt ſilence the moit ca- 
rious, and fatisfic the moſt contentious) hath ſayd, Mar. . 

Th A 2 7+ tat 
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"9. that there are two wayes ; A #ratt gate , and narrow 
way Which leades to life , and a Wide gate , and broad Way, 
Which leades to d:truftion, And cuery Man ihat is 
borne of a woman walkes in one of theſe wayes, and to 
one of theſe ends. Toſuah 23. 14 Now as life is the moſt 
ſweet and deſireable eſtate, and Death of all things the 
moſt hatefull and terrible to Nature; So the meanes to 
attaine l.fe and auoyd death, should be carefully ſought 

| Pro-19, 19 by cucry vviſe Chri//ian. For be that rezardeth not bus Way 

(laith Salomon) 5a ate. 

This ten coucerneth euery man to looke to; and is 

a Doctrine fi tivg all perſons, all places,all times. For if 

the way of life bee ſo hard to finde that few attaine it, 

and thc thoſe who ſuppoſe themſelaes ro be in it may 


lous in this inquiſition, nor need wee feare the loſſe of 
Our time in ſeeking, but rather the loſſe of our ſoules 
for lacke of ſceking. | 
This Text containes one of thoſe wiſe obſcruations 
which Salomon alliſted by the Spirit of God made,out of 
his extraordinary experience in the paſſages of this 
world : and thought ſo needfull to bee vnderſtood of 
all, as he repeates it againe verbazir inthe 16, Chap. 
25, yerſc,and in diuerſe other places in a diuerſe mannex 
of words to the ſame purpoſe. 
Diviſion, Wee obſerue heerein two principall parts: 
There 1s a Way Which feemes right 19 4 Man. 
2, An infallible judgement oof verity, in theſe words; 
But the ed thereof are the Tiſſues of Death, 
In the firlt part we note. 
7. The ſubic& or matter propounded; There 5 4 Way. 
2.. The quality or condition of that way ; 1# ſeeres 
right, __ TY 3. The 


bee out of the way, vvce cannot bee too wary and ſedu. 


1. Ancrroneous opinion of Priwvacze,in thele words; 


: 
F | 
of 
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3. The Iadge of that quality: Amars ſelfe; The ſpirit 
of priuacy. 

In the other part, the pnblike Indgement,we obſerue, 

xt. The ed or purpoſe and ſcope thereof, compared 
with or oppoſed to the beginning or pretence. 

2. The certaine 2// quality oppoſed to the ſeeming 
good quality ; It did but ſeeme good or right, but it is, 
certainly itis 7he Way of death. 

3. The ludge of this 2nality, Salomon , the Publique 
Maziftrate, direQed by the Spitit of God , oppoſed to 
the erring paitiall ſpirit of a Mans ſeltfe, of priuacic , to 
whome the way ſeemes good, 

So the vvay ſeemes right, but it is wrong ; It ſcemes 
the right way to life, but it is the ready way to death; It 
feemes good in Manseyes, but it is not ſo in Gods eyes: 
AMulta videntur, que non (unt. 

7, The SubicR. There is a way. 

A way literally and properly is thus defined by ſome; 
vie vna pars ft Locus, CF alia eft diſpoſitio in leco , per quem Con. in 
#9110 cf poſcibilts,in ea ad fiuem intentunm, By others thus; jane hag 
Eft via Locus per quem habere iter omnibus licet, By Others; lib, "hs 
VIA C7 tranſitus a loco in locus, : 

The Latios call it via (as: Yarro thinketh) either 4b 
enndo,quaſ7 ia,the Impartiue to Fo;Or elſe a vehendo,quaſi 
primnmy vena? tum deinde Vid, | 
The Greekes call a way «&@-, which-ſome likewiſe de- 
rive from ww , quaſl TOpEYouURt, proficiſcer,or ter facto. 

But none expreſlcth it ſo aptly and fully as the Ori- 
©  ejnall, which is Derh, whoſe radix is Darech, calcauit Or 
» conculcauit, from the ordinaiy trampling and beating of 

| thewaywith thefectof many paſſengers. And thus it 
is vied properly for a way or place of iournying-and tra- 
oe Þ " IE yailcs. 


Xritm Ot 
light of 
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uaile, but metaphorically tranflated pro more,ratione , fer 
wvite inſlitutione, ſeu conſuctuaine. 


Now in this place it is vicd in a borrowed ſenſe, and 


yet holds proportion or {fimilitude with the thing that 
lends it. 


And thus it muſt heere be ynderſtood ofthe wayes 


of God, or the wayes of Man, The way of God is con- 
{idered after a two-fold manner. 


1. His counſell or ſecret will which ts called a vvay, 


Rom. 11. 33. O the depth of the riches, &c. 


2. His rcucaled will in his Word, of which the Pſal- 


milt ſpcakes, Pſal. 18. 3. The Way of the Lord i ais vndeffe 
led Way). * 


This laſtis likewiſe two-fold, 1. Either via legs cf man- 


adatorum. 2;Or via eratie,promiſciants e& Enargcly.The firſt 
of theſe wee walke in vyhen vve pcerforme obcdiently 
that vvhich is commanded; the ſecond, when we belecue 


faithfully that vyhich is promiſed. So the firſt reſpefts 0- 
bedience, life, ation, vvoikes; the other, knowledge, 
faith,hope,and the affe&tion of loue, which performeth 
all the Law by being accepted in Chrilt. 

But of theſe vvayes as the firſt of all heere ſpoken of, 
yyhich is that of Gods Counſcll, is too deepe for any 
of ys; yea or for Salomon himſelfe to vvade in, (though 
the shalloweſt fooles vvilbe buſieſt in it) ſo the other, 
his rencaled Will, is the rule of our vyayes,and neither of 
them heere intended by Salomon ; becaule they are both 
good and ſecme ſo; but this ſecmes good, yet it is not lo, 


knowledes - Thea this is ſpcken of the yyayes of Man; and they 
'Thumim, are likewiſe twofold. 

prefection 
Or holinefle 


Ezodz8.3a Or,the yyay of Practiſe or Aition, 


Either the vvay of knowleaze and vnder/ianding: 
The 
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The way of knowledge , is that Faith or Religion _  * 
which a man belecues to be the truth fo farte as he vn- 
der{tands, and by vvhich he hopes to attaine life and 
happines hereafier. And in this ſenſe it is taken,. 4, 74. AQ.24.14s 
15. 16.0. Andſoitlonnds,as if Salomon had ſayd; There ts - 
4 Religion Which a man uppoſeth to be the truth , and the right 
way to Heauen, but it us falſe anderroneous , and the next way 
fo Hell. | 

The way of Practiſe or Aion is our connerſation, 
manners,and fashion of living and dealing betwixt man 
and man, in yice or 1n yertue, Iuſtice or injurie , equity 
Or iniquity: and ſo itis taken, Mar. 27, 32. And then 
the ſcnſe is, as if Sa/omon had fayd , There i acourſe of life 
Wyich a man thinkes very upright and inſt, and ſo indzeth hin - 
ſelfe a holy Man Whillt he lines heere in it, but it ts a moſt des 
ceitfull trade of life, bringing a man to death, dishonor ana ac- 
fruczion. , 

Bat for our more cleere vnderſtanding and diſcerriing 
of this point, we will ſpeake firſt of the way of Religton, 
being the Speculatine part, whole obicCt is ?rath and falſ- 
hood : And then of Prad7iſe, being the attine part , whoſe: 
object is 2e9dand bad. 

And this the rather , becauſe knowledge or the The: 
ory better ſuites and anſweres the Way, then ation or 
the prattique : and attion more properly correſponds 
to our pailage , trauaile, and walking in that way. So 
for doatrine wee will only ſpeake of the truth or falſe- 
hood of R-{zi0n, and yvill rclerue the practique part,our 
life,our manners, and converſation, for the yſe and ap- 
plication of thoſe points of dotine, which from hence; 
Shall natarally and properly flow. And thus much for 
Fan Aj ths 
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ſabie&t, that we may know,what it is that Salomos yaile 2 
vader this shadow,The Way. 
2. The Quality. 

Which ſeerves 1izht | This is the Quality of the Way, 
which whilſt Salomon thus deſcribes, he affoords vs from 
hence a foure-fold diuiſion, according to that common 
Proverbe, The Italzap ſeemes wile, and is wile ; the Spg- 
niard (cemes wiſe, and is a foole; the French ſeemes a 
toole, and is wile; and the Fneltsh ſeemes a foole, and is 
2 foole : So here, There 15 a Way Which ſeemes right and us 
27007 ;and to that is oppoled, T1 Way Which ſeemes wrong 
and i right : and there is A Way Which ſeemes Wrong , and is 

| Wrong : and to that is oppoſed, CA Way which ſcemes righs 
—_andurinht. 
"+= Now theſe ſeeme fonre diverſe wayes, but indeed are 
Termings but two : as two croſle or overthwart wayes ſceme to 
ad quem. him that ſtands in the midſt to-bee foure , yet haue but 

two beginnings and two ends: ſo here the difference Is 

not ſo manifold in the ſubie&, but in the Indges, to 

vvhoſle {1ght theſe vyayes appeare after a diuverie mane 

ner, according to the truth or error of their apprehenſi= 

ons. For that the right way ſeemes vyrong , or the 

vyrong vvyay ſeemes right , proceedes 4 deceprione viſus, 

from error of judgement For we ſee an euill yvay may 

to 0ne man ſceme right and yet be wrong;and the ſame 

yvay roanother may both ſeeme wrong, and be wrong: 

1.Sam, 12. anda gvod Way 149 70 an enjll ſight ſeere Wrong, and yet bees 
23+ rizht; and the ſame Way to a good ſight may both ſeeme right, 

aud be right. Now vvhilit 1 ſpeake of a good way, and, 

a bad-vyay, 1 intend a true Religion anda falſe Religi. 

on : for as a vvay may be faire, (which vvee call a good 

x yay) and yet be indizect : ſo a Religion may be glori. 

| OUS 
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bus to theeye,and furnished with faire pretences, & yet 
be falſe. And asa vvay may be foule, ( vvhich wee call 
a bad vvay) and yet carry vs direaly to the place whi- 
therwe tend , ſo a Religion may bee naked, poore, 
plaine in shew, perſecuted, affliated, ſcorned , contem- 
ned of the greateſt part of the vvorld, of the mighty,no- 
ble, learned, politicke, and yet be the true Religion,and 
the true direct yvay to happinelle hereafter , the lefſe 
bappincſle it hath here. 

Having then Religion for our ſubict, if we looke yp- 
on it, vye $shall finde three Religions in the vyorld, eſpe 
cially juſtling for the truth ofrhis way : The Twrkes, the 
Tewes, the Chriſtians : nor nced any man to vyonder at 
this, that 1 should mention Turkes and Iewes vvith 
Chriſtians: forthe Iewes Religion, yea the Turkes ſu- 
perltition ſeemes in their eyes to them , as true and as 
right, as ours doth to ys; and vve haue nothing but the 
Scriptures to diſtinguish them and vs aſunder : I mean, 
the conſent of Scripture, Lawe and Prophets, Olde and 
New, Spirit and Letter : for ſome paſſages and obſcure 
places, they pretend (though vnjuſtly) to be for them. 
But becauſe vye know ( vvhatſocuer they boaſt) that 
their Religions are Wayes vvhich both ſeeme vvrong to 
all good or indifferent judgements, as they are wrong in 
Gods judgement : and becauſe our hope is to have no 
hearers here but Chriitians, vyce vvill leaue them to 
themlſclues, &{pezke of the diverſitic of wazes among (t 
vs, vVyBich appcarc principally to bee foure, cucry one 
claymingtruth, and holdiog their Religion to bee Or- 

thodoxe, and fo the onely right vvay to heauen. 
I. The firſt of theſe, are the Greciars, or the Eaſt 
Church, 


}H 2. The 
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2. Theſecond, the Abiſ5ins, or South Church ynx 


der Presbiter Tohn. 
;. The Welt Church, or Church of Rowe vnder 


the Pope. 


4. The fourth, is the Reformed Church vnder di. 


uers Princes : vvhich for diſtin&ion ſake, and perhaps 
ſituation, (hauing reſpe& to ſome of thele y vvee may 
call the North Church, 

Now if any man expet Ishould ſub-divide the Res 
formed Religion, becaule there are ſome differences a- 
monegſt ys, and ſachas in ſome times, and with ſome 
hot-headed perſons, breed great combuſtions 1n the 
Church,I shal not need, neither truly ought I to do it; 
becauſeall of vs (except the Heretiques who are general- 
Iy cat off from the body of Chriſt by vs all,or thoſe Schiſ- 


matickes who (ſeparate and cut themiclues off, as perſons 


that haue no way, that have no tra of Antiquity , or 


any footeſtep to follow direRly in the Scripturey agree 


in the way it ſelfe, though perhaps ſome of vs may vary 
either in the manner of walking in that way, or in ſome 
ceremony and circumſtance of deuotion or diſcipline, 
which is as the hedge, andditch, and fence of this way, 
and no efſentiall part of the way it felfe, but rather for 
the order,cafe, and conveniencie of the Traucller. 


Andthus thoſe whom our aduerſaries miſcall Lythe-- 


rans, Proteſtants, Puritans, walke as Tarobs lonnes did out 
of Egypt to fetch their good old father thither, to whom 
their brother 7oſeph knowing their ſtubborne, crofle, 
proude, and peruerſe natures, gaue them this admoniti- 
on atorchand, See that you fall not out by the Way. Genel, 
45-24. 12 Vid aut per viam, non pro via, Or propter Viam 
ich are our hot alterations, ot for the Way,but in the we 
An 
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And thus ſuch as the Papi cals Lntherans and Puritans, 
walke the one ypon the one hand, and the other ypon 
the other, the Prozeffant in the midſt, shunning both 
the Extreames. Whetrcin whilſt the other walke with 


ous cenſurers of ys and all men who in the leaſt circum- 
ſtance diſlike their Criticiſmes,or in the leaſt ceremony 


vary from their rigide rules. But for the way it ſelte,all of 


VS agree in one, & with vs the whole Catholike Church, 
both Grecians, and Abiſsns,as the learned know ; and as It 
were caſic to demontitrate to the vncerftanding of the 
{impleſt, if time would permit ſolong a diſcourſe, in de- 
fc whereof 1 referre them ouner to a booke called Ca- 
zbolique Traditions, colle&ed by a Frenchman,written in 
English, and dedicated to our late Prince Hery of blel- 
ſed Memory. The only materiall difference yndecided, 
hangs betwixt vs and the Church of Rowe , they hol- 
ding themſclues to be only in the way as perſons that 
cannot poſſibly crre from it, and all others to be out of 
the way , that in all points walke not ſtep by ſtep, and 
hand in hand with them. Like a man, who vyould per- 
{wade all Zzeland there were no other way to London, but 
through his ground , that ſo he might exaCt a generall 
toll of the Paſſengers for his priuat benefite. 

Now whilſt 1 ſay., wee vvith all the Catholzqgue Church 
agrec about the way , and our only difference is vvith 
Rome : 1 ncither intend to afhrme, that either our agree- 
ment with all is ſo intire , nor our yariance from thoſe 
of Rome {o diſtant , as ſome of ours and ſome of theirs 
would beare the world in hand. 

Only whilit ſome Churches ioyne with ys in the Ar- 

_ PET .. - ticles 


; Via Regia 
moſt violent-and obſtinate auverſenefle , they thinke temperata 


themſelues only ſafe, and become ſeucre and ſupercilli- ** nec 


pius in ſe 
habens nec 
M1nNu5., 
Hier: in 
Eſat.Cap. F7 
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ticles of our faith; and in all the fandamentail points of 
Religion (abiolarely neceſſarie to ſaluation)we dare not 
judge them for erring in ſome matters of leſſer mo- 
ment. For what haue wee to doe to iudge another 
mans ſeruant ? he {ſtands or fals to his owne Maſter, 
Ye: whillt i {fay, vveec vvill not indge, Ishew there is 
cauſe and feare of iudgement, which they may auoyd, 
vvho vvilely leauing ambiguous and ynneceſlarie que- 
ſtions, reſt and build ypon that which is generally and 
vndoubtedly agreed vypon. Theſe & ſuch like 1 forbeare 
to indge, becauſe I heare Chriſt fay, Indze not , lei? you be 
zudzcd. Mat. 3. 7. AndlI know well it is the preſumptu- 
ous pride of Antichriſl,and an intallible note of that man 
of ſinne who ſits in the ſeate of God,and exalts himſelfe 
4Theſ. » aboue all that is called God, to preſſe with Lucifer into 
 Chriſts Office, and to iudge the quicke and dead before 
his comming, condemning all for Heretiques yvno 

vvalke not in his vvay. 1 know it is the only deſperate 
error,not to ſee and acknowledge our crror; but to pro» 
ccede cttjong with a preſumptuous opinion that we can- 
not erre. Theſe brands therefore I leaue to him;, yvho 
only by theſe (if there were no other) might be knowne 
to be out of the right yyay. And yet in-the cyes of theſe 
men (led by flesh and blood, and the outward appa- 
rancc) how yyell doth their vvay ſeeme , how indire& 
and crooked ſcemes ours ? Let vs a little behold them 

comparatiuely. | | 

2. Doth irnqtleeme right to a man (who hath but na- 
turall reaſon, ftesh and blood to dire&t him) to foll ow 

that faith. vvhich his forcfathers profeſſed time out of 
minde * And doth it not ſceme ill to adhere to a faith 
vyhich they fay had no being till about theſe hundred 
_ nts. : yceres, 


— 


Feeres, and yvas neuer heard of before Luther? 
Doth it not ſeeme right (vvhillt wee faacie God like 
our ſelucs, or ſomething better, like a good old King 


troubled vvith many imployments)that wee.should goe 
to Saints, and Angels, and other (pirituall tauorites to 


zntercede for vs and prefer our petitions? And doth it-not 
ſceme ill,that vvee/vilde Gnners) dare preſſe cuen to the 
Throne of grace it ſclfe, and refuſe to yle any other 
meanes to obtaine our ſuites thenthe name, ayde, and 
mediation of the Prince himſelte, Chriſt leſus ? 

Doth it not ſceme right, vvhilſt vyce keepe the pic- 
tures of 0Qr earthly Parents and friends, that wee should 
vvith greater teuerence and care preferre the pictures of 
God the Father, Sonne, and Holy Ghoſt, the Parent of 
our foules, of the Virgin Mary, and other Saints our ce- 
leſtiall friends 2 And doth it not ſeeme ill, that vye 
Should not only neglec& theſe, but alſo caſt them out of 
our Churches and honſes, breake:and burne them; And 
the more pretions account yvee haue-of the perſons 


 8ignity, by ſo much the more to hold the piture peril- 
lous? 


Doth it not ſeeme right to flesh and blood, that man 


Should latisfie for his owne (innes by ſuffering penance, 


affliction, chaſtifements,faſtings and the like? that man 
Should merit his owne ſfaluation by vowes, pilgtimages 
workes of charity, chaſtity, voluntary pouerty , obedi- 
ence, -and other free-will offerings of ſupererrogation? 
And if heere there were any thing vnpaide, is it not ac- 
cording to reaſon, that after this life it $hould be taken 
Out in Purgatory before wee goc to heauen ? And ſeemes 
it not as i}] to deny flesh and blood thele ſenſible {ati 
factions, to teach, that all procetdes out of Gods mer- 


B 3 Cy;that. 
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cy; that wee muſt doe good,but not truſt to it;that man 
cannot ſatisfie,, much leſfle merit; that the chaſtiſements | 
wee ſuffer, or the beſt ations wee doe, are-not worthy 
of heauen, either ex condieno, or ex congruo ; and that as 
there is no third way heere, buta right way or a wrong 
way, ſo there is after this life no third place, but men 


preſently paſſe. cither into eternall joy, or eternall 
paine. Ne 0 34 

Doth it not ſeeme right, that ſince Chriſt is God,and 
God is Omnipotent, able to doc whatſocuer he ſaith, 
that therefore when he ſaith , 7h is my body , that wee 
Should then beleeue, the bread in the Sacrament 1o be 


 franſubſtantiated into his body , and the wine into his 


blood? And doth it notſeeme ill;that wee who graunt 
this power of his, should vnderſtand theſe words ſpiti- 
tually, facramentally,figuratiucly, and miſtically? | 
All theſe things, and-many more like theſe, appeare 
thus to the naturall Man, But apparance and ſeeming 
are no infallible'notes of verizie, as we shall manifeſt, 
when wee come to ſpeake of the Oppoſzzion, or the publi- . 
que Indgement of verity, and now will partly shew , com- 
ming by order to treate of the Iudge of theſe contro» 
uerlies, vvho is heere ſaid to bee man, guided by his 
owne imagination,and the giddy ſpirit of Priuarte. 
3. The 1rdze, A Mans ſelfe. 
Toa Man | Man iudgeth of things either by his Senſe, 
07 by his Reaſon (for | ſpeake of the naturall man, that 
3s,of Nature corrupted,not as God made man righteous, 
but as man hath corrupted his owne wayes.) By his 
Senſe if he iudgeth, he finds himſelfe often deceined;for 
a ſtraight ſticke pur into the water, ſeemes crooked in 
His eyes, an eccho beguiles his cares; his feeling, taſting, 
ſmelling, 


Imelling, all of them are ſubicCt to:deception, And for 
his Reaſon, the beſt it can doe, is to diſcourſe; probably 
of the leaſt common accident of a Flea ora Flic ; and 
thea whatſocuer he brings, may be'controuerted lo by 
another ſeeming reaſon , that the Indge who! should 
trom this baſe, ground his determinations, had need do 
it with caution, and leaue roome to retract and- reuerſe 


his ſentence. Much more is man puzzeld and loſt, when 


he climes vp to higher contemplations, to conſider the 
hidden things of Nature, as wee' may plainelyſce. by 
Gods arguments to 7ob, 7ob. 38. 39. Rs 


If then the ſpirit of a man cannot infallibly indge 


of the things ofa man, of his owne ſoule and body, or 
of ſuch things as ate ſubieRed to his gouernment , how 
Shall he be: thought a competent iudge to determine 
the things of God,though we graunt him to be of as vp- 
right a heart as David, and as wiſe as Salomon himſclfe? 
All that man can doe, is to iudge by apparance,and wee 
{ce heere things may ſeeme otherwiſe then they bee. 
Now beſides the inſufficiency of Mar this way, we shall 
finde other defects in him which accompany'impoten- 
cic, andare vaworthy ofa lndge : forin a [udge'two 
things muſt be principally auoyded; prezudice , and par- 


ciality ; now both theſe we shall diſcoucr in our Iudge,. 


Man. ” | | 
Firſt, Preiudice: Man naturally abhors allthings pro- 
pounded by his aducrſarie, and the hate of the perſon 


wil not ſufer him to intertaine the truth of his diſcourſe, 


but rather ſecke argaments to oppole it, his indgemenr: 


is ſo taken vp aforchand. Thus I bave ſeene the ſenten- 
ces of the Fathers reieted for hereticall by Romane Ca-- 
#voliques, when they hausbeene found in Zuther or Cal- 
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vin, Whitaker or Perkins. | 
Secondly, Partiality; Man naturally affects what ei. 
ther proceeded from himſclfe immediately, or from his 
neerc, deere, honord, and beloued Predecellors,or ſome 
that in his eyes ſeemes learned wiſe, honeſt, religious, 
In which regard 'God himſelfe diſputcs this point 
with man , Ezechtiel 18. 2. and in the 29. verſe, con- 
cludes with an interrogation, with an cxpoſtulation, 
ſaying,7er ſaith the houſe of 1ſrael,The Way of the Lord 1s not 
equal : O'houſe of Tſrael! are not my Wayes equal! ? or are not 
10ur Wayes rather unequall ? And this is come into fashion 
againe, that Man dares argue the cauſe with his Maker, 
and if God do not as man will haue him, ſubie& his ac- 
tions to mans reaſon,and ſave all his creatures;bur that, 
according ta the rule of Iuftice, he condemne ſome Re- 
probates, heislike to be indged the Author of ſinne, 
And I wonder he ſcapes cenſure, for making fishes, 
foules, beaſts ; I muſe they finde no fault, becauſe he 
made not all theſe to be men and immortall, and why 
he made not men Angels, whilit holy David wonders 
at his extraordinary care & Joue showne towards man, 
{aying; 0 Lord, What i man that thou ſo regardeſt him ? or 
the ſonne of man that thou ſo viſneſt bim? He wonders that 
any man js regarded; theſe wonder, that all men,and all 
CIcAatures are not alike regarded. Thus man that iudgeth 
by apparance, whoſe ſenſe and reaſon may be deceived 
aud ſo decceiue him, as he deceiues others, who may bee 
iniqurs Index,a ludge tu'l of preiudice, tull of partiality, 
eſpecially in his owne cale) is vnfit to decide a contro- 
verſic of this nature. And this therefore cauſed that re- 
ſolute Zather to ytter that ſpeech for which he hath 
beene fo often and {o yuiuſtly taxed aud chalenged, 
That 
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That he preferd one Saint Paule , before a thouſand Ambro- 
ſes, Augutines, Hieroms or Chry{oftems. Becauſe Saint Paul 
by the iudgement of all thoſe was, for the firſt planting 
of the Church , guided by the infallible direion of 
Gods Spirit, after a wonderfull and extraordinary man- 
ner and meaſure : Butall theſe men graunt themſclues 
that they wight erre; nay, that they did erre , and fo re- 
trated diuerle of their former opinions ; deſiring nei- 
ther to be belceued nor followed farther, then their 
words and writings should bee found conſonant to 
the verity of the written Word of God. 

Now then all the iudgement of Man; nay, of all men 
contraditing the Word of God, is of a private ſpirit, 
ſuch as Adam was directed by when he left the guidance 
of Gods Spitit;of which Saint Peter ſpeakes, 2. Pet.1.19, 
20. 21. If thereforea multitude of men (how learned, 
wiſe, or holy ſoeuer they bee) should ioyne again(t 
the Scripture, their authority muſt not carry it, for they 
all erre,and their interpretation is private , though their 
perſons, their places,their profeſſions be publique. 

Andoneor a few men expounding with the Scrip- 
ture , doth not expound by a priuarte ſpirit (though his 
perſon perhaps bee priuate) but by the ſpirit of Truth 
which directed the holy Pen-men of the Scripture; and 
his opinion and interpretation is Catholique-and or- 
thodoxe, whatſocuer his perſon bee. Cyprian yvas a pub- 
Iique teacher, yet interpreting ſome Scriptures to proue 
rebaptization, his interpretation therein vyas priuate, 
becaule againſt the gencrall ſenſe and ſcope of Scrip- 
ture. And AvguFine vyas a Bishop and lo a publike per- 
ſon at whoſe mouth we are to ſecke wiſedome, yet 
when hee brought Scripture interpreted by himſeltfe, 
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contrary to the generall (cope, to prooue Chiſdren 
5nould receiue the Lords Supper, his interpretation was 
worthliy reie&ted as of a priuate ſpirit. All the founders 
of Hereſjes hauc beene publike perſons, ſuch as were 
Vonatue, Arriue, Eunomins,and with the iediuerſe Bishops 
of Rome haue ioyned eyther as authors of Hereſies, or 
Seftators of ſuch ; and heerein they were all led by pri- 
nate ſpirits, Therefore Belarmine confeſſeth , lib. 3, 
Cap. 3. De verbs. That the Spirit of interpretation (which in 
S. Peters (enſe is publique) # often gznen to private men. 

So then the Scripture muſt be expounded by the Scrip- 
ture , the darker place by the place more cleere, Man 
muſt not ſecke a fortification in Scripture for his opini- 
on: but he muſt be carefall to raiſe his opinion and 
Iudgement,out of the Scripture,euidently confirmed & 
explaned by it ſelfe, and by conference and coherence 
of the ſame with it ſelte; and this is publique interpre- 
tation; whatſocuer is contrary, is from the ſpirit of pri- 
vacy. Veritas docenao ſuadet,falſitas ſuadendo docet. 

All this that L haue ſpoken then , is not totally to ex- 
clude man from determining queſtions and doubts in 
Diuiniuy, but to shew by what rule he ought to iudge; 
that is, by no other rule then by the Scriptures : for l 
oladlyacknowledge, that whereas there is ary authen- 
ticke and fundamearall Iludge, Chriſt himſelfe (the beſt 
interpreter of the Law being the Law-maker) fo he 
nath placed a miniiteriall ludge , which is the Church, 
waich muſt interpret Scripture by Scripture, and cuer 
be wary not to contradict the vyill of the Law-maker 
Chriſt. Now the Romish Sinagogue conſidering the 
Church of Chriit ina threefold manner: 1. Firſt,as it is 
Efſentiall;z Secoadly\as it is repreſentatine; 3+ And thirdly, 

as 
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as it 15 vzrtuall, They make the repreſentatine part to con- 
ſiſt in the Miniſtery;and this Miniſtery to flow from the 
Pope as from the head;and to this part that is to the Pope, 
they attribute that power which God hath giuen to the 
whole Church. Now the Pope being thus inveſted in 
abſolute power with an opinion of infallibility , laying 
aſide the Scriptures, indgeth without them; nay,againtt 
them; nay, iudgeth them, and yet mult not be chalen- 
ged of crror, 

This wec iudge vareaſonable,that a Man should make 
his owne will the Churches lawe, and indge in his ownc 


cauſe without examination. And therctore wee shew, Amor & 
that man who indgeth by his ſenſe or reaſon, is not ſuf- odiun) & 


proprium 


ficiently qualified for ſuch a buſines; or if he were natu- egmmo. 
rally ſo adapted, yet is he vofit to indge in this queſti- di faciane 
on which wholly concernes himſelfe, in regard of parti- *P< Tudr 


ality or preiudice, to both which he is ſubiet. There- , 


cem non 
ognoſcere 


fore in queſtions betwixt vs and the South-Church, Trae. 
riitOoties 


lib, x. Rhe, 


Presbiter Tohannes is an vnfit Iudge; and in queſtions be- 
twixt vs and the Grecians , the Patriarch of Con/{aniznople 
15as ynmecet : and in controuerſies betwixt vs and Rome, 
the Pope is not a competent Iudge. EccleſiaZticus. 3. 14. 
Goe not to Law With a Indee,for they Will indge for him accor= 
aing to bus honor. 

Let vs therefore ſceke a Indge who iudgeth not by 
the outward apparance, whole ſence and reaſon cannot 
be decciued, who is neither preiudiciall nor partial, 
who ſearcheth the reines aud the heart; for yaine is the 
iudgement of man , to whom this way ſecemes right, 
when the ends thereof are the Yſſues of death. And this 
weeshall finde in the Oppoſition, which wee come now 
to handle. | 
; | Fa The 
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The Oppoſition, or Publ:que Tndgement. 
I. Theend thereof, or purpoſe pretended. 

Wee had the way indged before prima facie, by the 
outward apparance,by the beginning thereof, and ſo it 
ſeemed right. But hecre wee finde front? nulla fides, no 
credit to bee giuen to the countenance, bur the end be- 
wrayes the truth of enery thing. The woman beheld 
the truite which Sathan ſo farre magnified; She taw the 
tree was good for foode, and p'eaſant to the eyes. Gereſe 
3.6. (o$he eate thereof and gaue part to the man. Thus 
they iudged by the outward apparance, by ſeeming, and 
were decciued , euen then when their ſenſe and reaſon 
were at the perfeeſt. But after they had caten it is ſayd, 
Their eyes Were opened , and they knew that they Were naked, 
Gene. 3.7. And then likewiſe they knew, that the curſe 
of God, The day that thou eateſt thereof , thou shalt dye the 
death(Genef. 2. 17) would furely light ypon them. So this 
way {cemed the right way to them to attaine know- 
ledge & happincs, but they found the end thereof to be 
the way of ignorance,of darknes, and of death. And as 
with them,ſo with all their poſterity ſince,this hath ſuc- 
cceded as ateltimony of their hereditary ſinne, ſtill to 
be deceiucd with the ſeeming of things; inſomuch as 
that is true which the Poet long ſince ſung. 


kiven:ſats Fallit enim vitium ſpecie virtuts & vmbra, 
$ Cum fit triſte habitn, vultug, & veſte ſenerin. 


The face and habit of ar; Anchorzte, 

May ve the couer of an Hypocrite. 
Therefore all wiſe men indge of things not by 
their sRewcs, but ſubſtances, and not by their be- 
oinnings, but ends. Now the end ofa thing is cither 
propoſaum, the purpoſe for which a thing is done;and fo 
the cnd of preachingis the ſaluation of joules ,. OL Tere 
0911128 


AND THE KING. 21 
#74, the iſſue or determination ofathing, as death is 
the end of a mans life; and fo it is heere properly taken, 
A Lludge oftentimes ſaues a thecte, becaufe he hopes he' 
may p1oue an honeſt man, and doe good in the Com- 
mon-wealth : There is the firſt end , The Indges purpoſe ; 
But the Theecfe proceedes in his thecuery till he brings 
1 himſelfe to the gallowes, and thats the extreame end, 
4 the v/zimum vale. Ot both theſe we intend to ſpeake 
| bciefly, though the laſt only be proper to this Text,and 
the firſt borrowed for illuſtration. 
Firſt,then remembring wee haue Religion for onr ſub- 
zect, let vs ſee whatit is, together with the end thereof, 
to what purpoſe it tends. 
This & Chriſtian Religion, that one God, not many,be worship- Auguſt, by 
ped: becauſe nothing makes the ſoule happy,but ouly one God,The Trad. 23: 
znfirme ſouic is not made happy in the participation of anot'er cap. 5, 
foule that is happy,but 1s happy in the participation of God ; nox 
7s 4 holy ſoule happy in the participation of an Angel ; but if an 
znfirme ſoule ſeekes to ve happy, let it ſeeke from thence, whence 
a holy foule 1s happy. For thou art not made bappy by an Angel; 
but from whence an Angel hath happincſſe,thou haſt it alſo, 
Faith with a ſerions feare of God,ts the pure and true Relizi- Polan; 
an; 45 Feare containes mit ſelfe a voluntary renerence, and car SY ag, 
7ies with it a right worship of God , ſuch as ts preſcribed in the 
Lawe. | 
eligio difta off eo,quod per cam wni ſoli Deo religamns ant- 1idor: libs 
4s nojtras,ad cultum diuinum animo ſeruiendi. Retizion then 18, Etymig 
being the band or tyall whereby wee are faſtned and "S* 
bound to God as to the fouercigne 200d, conſiſteth of 
three twines, vz. of faith, of hope, of lout'; and a threefold 
corae i n0t eaſily broken. Now the proper or principall end 
of this Re/igion isthe gloryof God, the ſubordinate end is 
our jalnarinn, | 
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That Religion therefore which moſt direftly and 
cleerely tends to the principall end, muſt needs efte& 
the ſubordinate end moit certainely, and ſo muſt neceſ- 
farily bee the only true and dire way to lite ; and the 
other, what shew ſoever it makes, muſt needs be the 
Way and Tue of Death. 

Againe, the glory of God is moſt aduanced heere in 
this our Way or Relzgron, by two affeftions of feare and 
loxe,and by the true fruits and effects of them. Now that 
Religion which traines a man vp to feareGod,and to loue 
God, as God ought to be feared and loucd, giues God 
the trueſt glory, and ſonzuſt neceſſarily be the truth, 

Laſtly, this feare and this /ozc is then moſt rightly ge- 
ncrated and cherished in the ſoule of Man, and {o Gods 
glory moſt aduanced, when mans nature is truly ſet 
foorth, and he thereby humbled in himſelte, and fo 
taught to feare; and when Gods power and mercy is ſo 
cxpreſt, as he hath beene pleaſed to reueale it to mans 
comfort; That ſo nran ſeeing his owne wants and mi- 
{ery , and Gods all-ſuffticient power and mercy, might 
feareand reuerence God as a good Maſter, might loue 
and delight in God as in a good Father,and might whol- 
ly ſecke to him, and cleaue to him as to the chiefe and 

Ainwig 200d, able to \upply and fatisfic all his deſires a- 
boundantly. 

This being thus layd downe for a rule, let vs by this 
comparatiuely proceed to try ſome points of Religzon, 
controuerted , which are fundameniall, orlye next to 
the foundation, and indge them 1ight or wrong from 
the nature and quality of their doctrine: that is, whether 
they ayme at the right end, Tie g/ory of Goa, or atan ob- 
ligne cnd, the gaize of rhis World, and the glory of Man that 
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propounds them , according to that diretion which 
our Saviour giues, lohn. 7. 13. He that = of himſelfe 
ſ-cheth his owne glory : but he that ſeeketh his glory , that ſent 
bins, the ſame is true, and no unrighteouſnes ts in him. 

1. Firſt, for Faith the foundation; Our Aduerſaries 
teach a faith which only beleeucs the power of God to 
ſaue man : wee teach a faith which beleeues both his 
power and will. Theirs teacheth feare ; ours both fearc 
and loue; Theirs cloudes his mercy;ours giues true glo- 
ry both to his powerand mercy. 

2. Secondly for hope ; onr Aduerſaries teach a hope Spe3 boni 
which vncertainely expe&s a good to come ; whether '"*Ff 
they shalbe ſaued or no they know not, but they hope 
well: whether there be a heaucn prepared for them yea 
or no, they know not, but they hope well. Wee tcach 
a hope which the Scripture teacheth: that is , an carneſt 
out-looking, expeQation, and longing, for the accom- 
plishment of thoſe gratious promiſes which God hath 
made to vs in his Word.So our faith belceues, that there 
is a heauen, anda heauen prepared for ys;our hope longs 
for the time when this shalbe perfeed ; and taught by 
patience and experience, ſtayes the Lords leyſure , and 
yet cries out , How loxg, Lord, how long? They call this 5P8.619; 
bope Preſumption , but wee know they are preſumptu- 
ous for calling it ſo. <a 
_ 3. Thirdly, for chariry;They teach what Chatity is tru- ha uk 
ly, but in this they erre, that they make it (that is, the per proſpes 
charity of man) ro be the cauſe which moues God to [3 P9Uicerly 
faue vs; nay,which deſerves and merits faluation of God. owns wa 
And this Chatity they teach ſo to depend vpon Free- catoribus 
will, as thereby they exalt the nature of man , conceale PIDCerS th , 
his fail, and make the decree les to be grounded v- tara fir ww: | 
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[mbs; .ond pon the mutable and ynconſtant will of man. We on 
pores imi» FN Other (ide teach, that our ſaluation wholly proceedes 
tari:maic- from the charity and loue of God , and that all meanes 
"np Laos conducing to that end, rife from the ſame fountaine of 
eſs gs. loue; and (o our charity,as an effect of that charity of 
Accepiſti (30d to vs,ſernes not as a cauſe mocutng God to ſaue, but 
enim 1bert followes as a cauſe declaring whom God will ſauce. And 
"oat that our Charity,as it is a truite and effec of Gods Cha- 
Hieron: rity,is true charity; and the works procceding from that 
-om:in charity of ours, good, but imperfe&; good, as done by 
23. ** aperſon acceptcd,imperfect as done by a ſinner,as done 
by a babe which growes and labors towards perfection; 
which perfection is not wholly to bee attayncd, till this 
imperfection be wholly put away, and corruption hath 
put on incorraption. And therefore for werir , wee are 
farre from it, as a dotrine oppoſite both to our charity, 
and to the charity of God. To our charity, becaule cha- 
rity isa free worker, not reſpeQing the. wages ; if she 
thinkes to merit, she is not Charity. To the Charity of 
God; becauſe if God gaue for the merit of our workes, 
heauen were not properly a gift, nor grace were not 
orace;nor charity, charity: for charity is free. Thus cuen 
Adam himſelfe in his integrity could not merit, becauſe 
hee had nothing buz What he receined, he was indebted 
for his daily bread, and for the grace he had to fee and 
acknowledge this love of God : ſo whilſt we are giuing 
thankcs for bencfites receiued, wee are not paying our 
debts, but running farther in ; for cuery grace that wee 
hauc is a new obligation : To him that hath shalbe giuen, 
and wee ate receiuing whilſt we thinke oar {clues gi- 
uing. w__ 
Againe, they teach, Though Chriſt dyed for vs, and 
though 
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thongh Gods grace guide and dire& our ations and af- 
fetions, yet there are ſome ſinnes left to be ſatisfied and 
diſcharged by our ſclues, either in this life by workes of 
merit or pennance heere, or heereafter by punishment 
in Purgatory. Now this they doe teach, not cuer perhaps ' 
becauſe they ſo belecue, but becauſe it is a profitable er- 
ror,and they know they may eaſily vndertake to pardon 
all that come into Purgatory. Beſides, it is a great glory 
for their Hierarchy to be ſticklers in ſo large and ſpatious 
a roome as they fancy or faine it to bee; not 'only to 
haue all catth, but all Purgatory alſo within the verge 
of their Inquiſition. Now yvee teach the contrary, be- 
cauſe we ſee this doftrine derogatoryto Gods infinitc 
mercy and glory, and to the infinite merits of our Sa- 
niour, As if God had forgot fobe grations, or as if our Sa- 
niours merits and ations were imperfect as our workes 
are ; or rather indeed as if our workes were perte&. to 
merit & ſupererrogate, and his imperfect, not able to do 
inough for all, yyhen our Sauiours death did fatisfic for 
all the faithfult, and yyas ſufficient for many vvorlds 
more, and his merits yvere ſuperaboundant for vs, and 
for all that beleeue and repent. 

Fiftly they ſay, that after the vvords of conſecration, 
the bread is changed into the body of Chriſt, as he was 
borne,as he ſuffered, This they doe to exalt the dignity 
of thcir Preiſthood : vvec teach the contrary, thar it is 
his body and truly caten, but both by faith, after afſpiri- 
tuall manner, as the Angels cate Chriſt in heauen by 
contemplation. And this vyce teach, both becauſe vvee 
haue good teſtimony of Sriprare, vvith the whole cho- 
herence thereof,and the Anaiagie th faith to to expound 


it, asalſo becauſe it makes more for the glory of God, 
D and 
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and the humiliation of man,when our Aduerſaries doc 
trince doth the contrary. For doth it not call in queſtion 
the truth of Gods word,the truth of Chriſts body,when 
we arc led to imagine ſuch a body as might be borne of 
the Virgin,cr not born; might be crucitied, or not cruct. 
fied, being neither to be felt,nor ſeene,nor raſted, yet to 
| be taken vvith the hand, caten with the teeth, receiued 
into the ſtomach ? And doth it not exalt man, vyhen it 
makes him able to make his Maker ? And with his word 
to make him ſo, as it chould be in his power according 
to his intention & will to have hinr preſent or not pre- 
ſent? What is this e!ſe, bur ro ſit in the ſeate of God,and 
to be cxalted aboue all that is called God? Like 1a ſpiri- 
tuals, to that of the great Earle of Warwickes in the time 
of H.6. in temporals., vvho chole rather to- be called 
Primus Comes Anglie , then Kex Anglie ; and thought it 
mqre honor to make a King, then to bee one. 
Laſtly,they fay they humble man more then we, and 
exalt God more then wee: 1. They humble man more 
whilſt they tell him his finnes are ſuch as he muſt not 
preſume to goto God, but by meanes of Saints or An- 
gCeis. 2. They exalt God more, whilſt they exalt his 
ſeruants, and giue afmuch reuerence to the Saints as wee 
to God. To this wce anſwere, they atrogate to man, 
whilſt they will ſeeme wiſe above that which. is writ: 
ten; they derogate from God whilſt they make his ſer» 
uice common to the Saints, and can only colour it with 
a diſtin&ion; nay, whilſt they. make him and-Chriſt on- 
Iy ſcuere Idges, and the Saints and Angels-metciful,and 
ſo their Medzators. They ought not to do cuill that good 
mighc come of it; this is cuill to lye of God, whillt they 
fainc lum to bee what he is not, and deny him to bee 
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What he is. And of this kinde, and to this ende are all 
their fitions in the Legerd,to prouc the Saints merciful, 
and God (euere;yea the bleſſed Virgin Mary to be more 
pitifull then Chri/ her Sonne and Sauiour,in whom she 
was bleſſed more 2s 4 childe, then a Mother, That they 
may do this the more ſafcly,they contend and ſay, That 
beſides the written word of God, there are many other 
decrees and dogmaticall points and traditions neceffaric 
to be belecued to ſaluation, which the Church {thar is, 
themsſelues alone) haue in cuſtody vpon truſt and credit, 
Now wee teach the contrary, aſwell becauſe wee haue 
clcere teſtimony of the Sctipturcs and Fathers general- 
ly, as of acloude of witneſſes to prone the contrary, as 
alſo becauſe it makes more for the gloiy of Ged in 
things of abſolute neceſlity toward ſaluation, to gouerne 
by poſitiue lawes of his owne, rather then by arbitrary 
and changeable lawes of Man ; and that he should re- 
ueale to ys his will by his owne Sonne Chriſt Ieſus, who 
came to ſaue ys, rather then to leaue ys to the vncer- 
taine relation of Man, who for ought wee know may be 
Antichri#, and ſo intends to deceiue ys, though perhaps 
he comes in sheepes clothing , or may ſeeme an Angell 
of Light to bleare our eyes with apparance. 

Wee might ioyne 1n this iſſue vvith them-ypon all 
the queſtions controuerted , but theſe shalbe ſufficient 
to give light to (ec the reſt at more leiſure. In the meane 
time if wee caſt our eyes truly vpon the end of their de- 
fignements, vyce hall eaſily ſee, that gaine and glory 
ynto themſelves arc the only arguments which draw 
them to fight for the Popes Supremacy, the Maſſe , Purgae 
2atory, Pilgrimages , and all the reſt of their opinions, 
vyherein they ate oppoſite to ys andto the Seripiures. 

D 2 To 
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To this end they are called Marchants, Reel: r2. 23] 
Becauſe for gaine and glory they (ophiſticate Religion, as 
Matrchants their wares, and thus make marchandize of 
heauen and earth, and of God himſelfe. And as the 
Marchants in London haue forcigne commodities where. 
by they ſucke the ſweete ſap of the Country to them- 
ſelues, and they in the Country haue meanes againe to 
recall it ; as Norw#ch by ſtuffes, Yorke by Cattell, ſome 
places by vvooll and cloth, others by corne , and others 
by Mettals : Or as F2elaud vvith theſe commodities 
furnisheth other Countryes , and ſupplies her owne 
waits from thence; and Fraunce with her vvines buyes 
her children yvooll, and Spazxe , vvith Figges, Rayſons 
Limons , and Oranges for fauce , buyes herſelfe bread 
and meat : ſo theſe ſpirituall Marchants chop & change 
commodities, and toſle to and fro by that meanes the 
wealth,the pompe, the glory ofthe world,the fat of the 
Eatth, the Crownes of Kings. To this end Walſinghans 
had a lady to bring ſuiters and fees Eaſtward,and Canzer- 
bury had a Saint Becket to- draw it Southward , The 
North had a Winiffid, Scotland a Saint Andrew and his 
zrme,the Low-Countrics a Lady of Hales, Fraunce a Saint 
Denis , Spaine a Saint Tames , Naty a Lady of Lorerto, and 
cuery Country yvas full of theſe Marts, where the 
Saints did ſcuierall cures and ſeruices to the Church, and 
had continuall Votarics, and thoſe of the frankeſt fort, 
as (uperſtition is commonly a prodigall. And this vvas 
a golden yyorld , andaglorious Re{zzzon to the eye , lo 
that vvee heare old men and women talke of theſe 
things ſtill ; but vvee know this was not ſound at the 
heart; the way might ſeeme good to a man but the end 
thereof were the Yilues of death, : 
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2. The certaineill Duality; or Determination. 

Is the Yjſnes of Death] hauing ſpoken of the firſt end, 
vvhich is the purpoſe and ſcope of this vyay, vvee come 
to ſpeake of the Yſlue of this end; that is, The Terminus 

witimus or determination of this purpoſe and ayme,and 
that is, Death; They are the Tſmes of Death. Lite was pro- 
miſed ia their firſt apparance, it ſeemed the right vyay, 
but ypon tryall wee finde Latet Aneur in herba,the end is 
the Yflues or Wayes of death. A great diſtance betwixt 
the promiſe and the performance, betwixt the pretence 
and the Yſlue, the paſſage and the port, the ſtarting place 
and the end of the race; yyhen lite is proclaimed in the 
beginning, and death meets ys at the concluding. 7 hare 
fought a good fi2ht (faith the Apoſtle Paule. 2. Tim. 4.7.8) 
T hane finished my courſe, from benceforth i laide vp for me 4 
Crowne of alory Which God that righteous Indze shall gine me, 
and not to me only but to all that loue his appearing. Now the 
Apoltlc hath tought, and if he kad delerued ex condienc, 
might chalenge this crowne as a debt due to his worth, 
but he doth not ſo , he expe&s it indecd out of grace, 
of free gift; he doth nor deferue it by fighting, but he 
obtaines it fighting, it is giuen freely by a righteous 
Iudge vvho gaue him grace to fight, and promited him 
both to ouercome and to trrumph. My grace :s ſuf ficient 2, Cor; x2, 
for thee, makes Paul teare no buffeting of Sathan , no ſting 
or pritke in the flesh, tor that grace gaue him ſtrength to 
fightand conquer, and yyas manifeſted the wore by bis 
nfirmity:tor Gods power is made perfect through our Weatnes, 
And after he hath fought hee expeas a crowne , that 
grace is his aſſurance , he. cannot chalenge it by any 0- 
ther right, and in that right he is aflured of it both for 
limiclte and al others Who lone the appearing of our Lork 
D 3 Teſts 
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T-(us Chriſt. To all that /ove, not to all that #2/ ; the af 
{cion, not the ation, is reſpeted;the perſon, not the 
paſſion is accepted. But now if Pale had beene of the 
Romish faith , this ſpeech of his would haue beene 
judged preſumption ; not preſumption to chalenge by 
merit, but preſumption to chalenge of gift, and fo re(0- 
lutely to reſt ypon the grace of the giuer, as to aſſure 
himſelfe and others of this crowne. Preſumption is faith 
with tkem,and true ſaving faith is Preſumption. When they 
heare him ſay, Rom.s. 38. I amperſwaded, that neither 
drath nor life, nor CAnzels, nor principalittes, nor powers , nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth , nor 
any other creature, shalbe able to ſeperate vs from the loue 0 

God , Which is in Chriſt Teſus our Lord; they would gladly 
make this only a probableperſwaſion,no certaine faith: 
but others {ecing this too groſle a dallying with the ma- 
nifelt (cope of the Text , (ay, Saint Parc vyas aſſured of 
the certainty of his ſaluation, of the happy cnd of his 
ri2ht Way by extraordinary revelation only. But let it 
be {o:was it reuealed to him for others that belceue too? 
he ſaith fo; for he ſaith nothing shalbe able to ſeperate 
vs: Now then if it be reucaled to him for others, ler vs 
belecue the reueclation, and apply it with vnfained faith 
to our owne hearts in particular, as he did to his. And by 
the way, obſcrue what it is that Saint Panle builds his 
faith vpon, ſo that nothing can preuaile againſt it. Is it 
vpon Peter that rocke? Is it vpon Indulgences or Pardons 
of man? Is it ypon perſonall righteoutnes , inherent iu> 
{tice, or his owne or other mcns merits? No; lt is vpon 
that rocke Chri## Teſws;it is vpon the loue and Charity of 
God, in and through the merits of Chri/t 7eſ;44 our Lord; 
which loug, nor death, norlife,nor Angeli, nor power, 
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nor heaven nor hell can alter; for Gods loue is immuta- 
ble, he is not «5 man that he shonld repent : whom be loues, 
be loues to the end; his Wayes ſeeme hard, but the yſlues of 
them are the Wayes of life. 

Whereas therefore our Aduerſaries accuſe vs of no- 
uel preſumption, for teaching a faith that may aſſure ys 
of our ſaluation, and (to elude this cleere place of Saint 
Paul,and diucrſe other the like} ſay, This was rencaled to 
him by cxtraordinary fauour. Wee know and confeſſe, 
that hee as a worthy inſtrament of Gods glory,as a Ma- 
ſter builder, had many things reuealed vnto him for the 
edification of the Church, but for this particular it was 
no otherwiſe reuealed to him then it is to eucry faith- 
full Chriſtian, ins yyRom the Spirit of God dwels, as in 
a temple,and there teacheth them to offer Sacrifice, and 
to cry Abba Father with teares and grones that cannot be 
expreſſed. Well may there bee a difference in the mea- 
ſure of the reuclation, not in the matter reuealed : Wee 
kzow (ſaith Saint 7ohn. 1. Ep. 3, Tg.) that Wee are tranſlated 
from death to life, ec. and after, yerie 23. He that keepetl# 
bis commanaement, awelleth tn him, and he in him: and heere- 
by Wee know, that be abidcth in vs , euen by that Spirit Whicws 
he hath zinen vs. So the perſons are Wee, notT, not Saint 
fohn alone but Wee, a that beleene, and love; for this faith 
and loue are inſeperable: Againe, Wee are tranſlated, not 
it is probable Wee 5halbe, butwee are, vyhich makes it cer- 
taine by faith, as if it were done and accomplished: Laſt- 
ly, we how 79s , and wee know it by the Spirit which: 
God hath ginea vs, the ſame Spirit that taught Saint 
Paxle and Saint ſghy is our tutor to0. For oiher reueclatt- 
ens Chriſt himſelfe hath fenced albpretences andsha- 
dowes, and giuen abſolute authority-ro the Scripture 0- 
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pened and interpreted by the Spirit of God to refolne 


Luk 16.19 all (cruples in cafe of conſcience. And this wee may ſec 


cleerely in the Parable of Dies and Lazarim,where Dines 
after he had failed of his perſonall ſnite, and could not 
obtaine a drop of mercy for himſelfe, yet requeſted 4- 
brahams to ſend one to his friends to forewarne them of 
the ſtate he was in,not that they might pray for him ,for 
that vvas to no purpoſe, the tree Was falne, but that they 
might by repentance and amendment auoyde the dan- 
cer themſelues. To whom Abraham giues this anfwere, 
They haue Moſes and the Prophets, let them heare them; (o he 
turnes them to the Scriptures wherein the will of God 
1s reucaled to euery man, what they should shun, what 
they should doe , what they sRould belecue , and how 
they should live, And when Dyxes perſifting in his ſuite 
ſaith; Nay father Abraham, but if one Went vnto then from 
the dead they Will _ Abrahams replies definitively and 
reſolutely, If shey heare not Moſes and the Prophets , neither 
Wl! they be perſwaded though one roſe from the dead. So wee 
ſee, he that doubts the Scripture, or belecues any thing 
againſt it, vnder pretence of reueclations from heauen, 
or hell, or Purgatory, or the like fiftions of Ghoſts and 
Spirits appearing, is in a wiſe caſe, and may be drawne 
into a fooles Paradiſe, bat never into the true Paradiſe, 
and ſo wander in this Way which ſeemes ri2ht, but the end 
thereof are the Tſſues of Death. 

To $hut vp this point , obſerve the certainty of this 
zudgement , as the Apoſtle Saint Toba before in the 1, 
Ep. 3. Chap: 14. verſe, ſpeakes in the preſeat-Tence, We 
| know that Yee are tranſlated, to note the certainty of 
their tranſlation to glory;lo heere Salomon ſaith, 17 is the 


Way of Degth , and the end thereef is10, to note the cer- 
tainty 
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tainty ofthe thing, And this is aplaine proofe of the Spi.- 
rits aſſiſtance to diſcerne the end and determination of 


3 thing before the end be come; when otherwiſe it were 
too late to doc it. For it is too late for Diwes to repent 


' in hell, when the end is come;he should haue attended 


better to Moſes and to the Prophets before, and belceued 
the word of God,not the foolish traditions of his fore- 


fathers againſt the Word, or the idle 01d-wiues tales of his 
foremothers , beſides the Word: ke should haue attended 


the admonition of the faithfull Pafor and Prophet , and 
not to the fained Legend of his flattering Paraſites, 
trencher-fed Chaplaines. The perfeftion of all hamanc 
judgement, is to iudge by the end and iflue ; andeuen 
heere wee often erre too : but if man goes farther of 
himlſelfe by nature, it is but conieQure and preſumption 
ariſing from long experience in obſeruation of like cir- 
eumſtances, as the cffe&t leades ys to the cauſe; but yet 
euen then wee cannot ſay it is, or certainely it shall bee, 
but it may be o, it may ſo fall out,it may be the cad of 
Death. But the Spirit of God ſecs the end before it 
comes; he ſees the thoughts afarre off, and judgeth, and 
warneth men aforehand inwardly by good and holy 
motions, outwardly by the Scriptures; and he that will 
not belecue the holy Spirit of God zn the Scriptures, it is 
but 1uſtice, if God giue him ouer toa reprobate minde, 
that he should be ſeduced and belecue lies, who would 
not recejue the truth of God, but was tranſported with 
reſpe of times, perſons, places, and other humane 
Motiaes. 
And hcere before wee part, I gine the intclligent 
Hearer this one obſeruation by the way, that of all the 
controverſies betwixt vs and our Romwane Adverſaries, 
| Th E | - 
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we arc not chalenged for doing any thing ia the ſeruice 
of God which wee ought not to doe : for wee belecue 
with them all the Articles of the Creede : wee pray as 
Chriſt himſelfe hath taught vs, wee liue (at leaſt wee 
tcach, that allmen should line)as God hath commanded 
vs in the Decalogze, Only the exceptions they take at vs, 
are for omiſſions, becauſe they ſay , wee do not ſome- 
thivg wee ought to doe; and our exceptions are againſt 
them. 1. Firſt, for omitting ſome things which God 
commandeth; 2. Secondly, tor doing ſomething that 
Godcommandeth, not after the patterne preſcribed,but 
after another manner invented. 3. Thirdly, for doing 
many things which God hathdireQly and expreſly pro- 
hibited, prohibiting in the meane time what God hath 
commanded. Now [ deſire youſo to obſerue this pal- 
fage, that you may take it yp rightly ,. and vaderſtand 

what meane. oo panes 
I ſay-therefore againe, the queſtions and controuer- 
fies betwixt vs,are not for the things wee doe, but of the 
things that they, doe. As for example, they dare not 
finde fault with vs for praying as Chriſt taught vs, 0#7 
father,c3c. But the queſtion is, whether or no they doe 
as they ought, whilſt they pray to Saints and Angels. The 
queſtion is not, whether wee may pray to God without 
Images or no,but whether wee may pray by, at,in to, or 
before Images, with any reference to them, as they doe, 
And ſo for Latin Sernice,for the Communion in both kinds,, 
the queſtions are about the things that they do, not 
tor the things wee do : ſo the doubt is ypon their fide; 
and {ach a doubt it is, that the Pope would gladly haue 
graunted Queene Elizabeth (of happy Memory) liberty 
for her and. her people to do thele things as wee now 
$2 ME ood pong. "ao: 
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doe them; (as witneſſeth the learned B B. of Zly in his 
Tortura Torti, and Maſter Camden in his Anvales) , if the 
Queene would haue taken licenſe from him , or would 
haue ſubicaed her Crowne to his Myer; for that was the 
marke he shot at; the gaine of his Perey.pence, and other 
ſpiritaall trading, and the glory ofa Kingdome ſo obſe- 
quious, ſo fruitfull, ſo helpetull as Eng/and had beene, 
and might bee. But shee was too honorable to kiſle 
his foote for feare or hope, and too honeſt to receive 
any courtefie from him: which 1 adde the rather, to ler 
them ſee, who perhaps are not altogether vvell affeted 
toward ys, nor perſwaded of our truths, that there is no- 
thing practiſed in our Church , but that which finds al- 
lowance and approbation from the modeſteſt and lear- 
nedeſt of their ſide. And therefore they may well be 
preſent at our ſeruice, and communicate with ys in our 
Sacraments, without ſcruple of conſcience (valeſſe the The Popes 
Popes countermand bee their ſcar-crow) although wee _ only 
may not ſafely communicate with them for feate of mg- hem tom 
nifeſt Idolatry , knowing that howſocuer their Way Communie 
ſcemes right in theyr eyes, yet the 7/nes thereof are the 29 With vs3 


but God 

Wayes of death. = nad, ws 
3. The Publique I HALC, Salomon. vs from 

The laſt point comes now to be handled concerning <2 mu- 


0100 with 


the true Judge ofthis Way, which is the holy Spirit of jc, 
God,direQing the pen of Salomon the Pablique Magiſtrate, 
the King and the Preacher, —_ 
A man, and a priuate ſpirit ofa man, was the Indge 
of the apparance, the ſeeming good, the beginning of 
this Way; But God is the true ludge, of the end, and if- 
ſuc of this Way, Man was an impotent Indge, God an 
all-ſutficient ludge; Man was a ludge preiudiciall and 
: — partiall; 
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Gen. 18.25 partiall, God is an ypright Indge: for 5hall not the Tudee of 
| al the Wer ld doe right? 


But the Pope ot Rome ſteps in heere, chalenging to be 


' Tuk. 4.6 Iudge in this caſe by Charter (as Sathan did in the like 
cale} and to haue a Patent ſcaled to that end by Chriſt 
| E-RE82.27 himfſelfe. And for teare Salomon (whoras King durſt dif- 


pole of the Preiſthood) should bring euidence againſt 
him Cither by word or fa&, he hath ſtopr his mouth, 
and condemned him aforchand to Hell, and brought 
out Traianthe Emperorin his roome ; who though he 


werea Pagan, yet hath found fo much tauour., as to be 


preferd before Salomon, who was a Type of Chiiſt, and 
the wifeſt Prince that eucr reigned. 

Anddoubttes if any other of the Prophets or Apoſt. 
cs $should preſſe him with arguments, he hath power to 
filence them, and to cry vp and downe,what Scripture he 
plcaſerh ; to make Canonicall Apocrypha , and Apocrypha 
Canonicall, ad bene placitum. For who would belecue the 
Sriptwre but for the Church? and who tis the holy Cathos 
ligne Church but his Holines ? at Ieaſt who is the- head 
thereof, who rules the roaſt there but hee ?' Now if a- 
ny of them vrge him too farre, and make againſt hint, 
he hath power to take order with them, either by bin- 
ding or looſing; which juriſdiction in this caſe he ex- 
erciſeth after a foure fold manner: 

1. By —_— them Apocrypha. 2. By eluding their 
gennine meaning and ſence, by a foraigne and forced inter. 


 pretaton or expoſition. 3. BY warranting an erront0s 


$ran/ation to be Autherticall , and the only true one. 
4 Laſtly, by purging all humors that offend his bumor. In 


'which regard wee ſce how the Auncient- Exthers have 


beene $haued, clipt, ſcoured, washt, let blood , purged, 
gelt, 
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gelt, and mutilated : yea and many of the Neorericks of 
their owne Mean ani faction, haue beene dicted, and calt 
intoa ſweat, and hardly recouered with the application 
of their Catholicon, And all theſe acts of theirs inſtified 
Ed defended with aſmuch cagerncile and shew of zeale 
and truth, as the honeſteſt cauſe. Well way wee there- 
fore feare and flee from his cenſure ,as from a [udge full 
of preiudice, full of partiality; becauſe it is in his owne 
caufe; where he will not limit his Prerogarine roya//, bur 
extend it beyond all degrees of compariſon, Yet though 
ne be our Aduerfary, let vs heare- him alittle , and lee 
what notes and Land-matrkes he gives ys, to know and 
diſtinguish the true way from the falſe by, that wee may 
follow them, if they both ſeeme and bee infallible;and 
that wee may beware of them, if they only ſeeme right; 
but leade to the way of death , and then ſecke. out ©- 
thers that wee may elcerely fee to-be true, 

Neither will the: time permit, nor is it necdfull to 
bring forth all the marks of the true way-, which the 
Churchot Rowe hangs out. The principall only I will 
briefly touch and point at. But before wee do it, I muſt 
lay downe this ground of their owne which they giue- 
to diſcerne true notes by. 

True Notes of the Church mui? be fach as are able t0 conſt 
zute the abſolute definition of the Church; ſo farre , that being 


found, the Church is found; and being lo#t, the Church #s loſt: 


So ſaith Stapleton, in his prozm. /ib.4. Againe , they 
mutt bee fo proper to the Church, as they cannot be- 
found in any other ſociety or company of Men beſides; 
And ſo zetable , as they may bee more eminent and no- 
table then the Church it ſelfe ; and ſo inſeperable, as 
the Church caunot ſubſiſt without them. Suckas mas | 

E 3 Bet 


3F - THE HIGHWAYES OF COD 


Bellarmine requires in his 2. Chap: De Note Fecleſie, A- 
gaine, they muſt be {uch as Yalentia aſlignes. Tom: 3.19 
22+ diſp. 1. q. 1. de object: fidet, punts. 7. In notts requiritur 
wt Eccleſie vere conneniant, at q, ettam vt ith fols. 


This premiſed, come wee now to bring the notes they 


give to theſe rules, that thereby we may tric their 


Mat. 13.30 
finite viraq 
creſcere v{- 
q ad mel- 


l2iNs 


truth. 


rt. The firſt note is, CHnzguity ; but this 15 neither 
cleere, nor proper : for the maliznant Church is ncere as 
old ; nay perhaps elder, then the 7rywe Church militant ,of 
which we now ſpeake, vvhich conſiſts of Men lapſed by 
ſin, and reſtored by Grace. For the Church is called 
RKNY 1X Worpax To exKantiv, Jud Off, evorare, Becauſe the Ce 
lect are by the outward preaching of the Goſpel, and the 
inward operation of the Spzrz7-called out of the Maſſe 
of corrupted mankind, mixed in a confuſed Jlumpe, 
where they were fitſt cuill, before the grace of God 
wrought their wils to deſire to bee good: therefore 244 
naſcentia mala ſunt, ea creſcentia peiora; And ſo Antiquitss 
{me veritate,ef vetus error Error and Antiquity may dwell 
together. 
. 2. Secondly, they brag of Mylzizude , as of a certaine 
note. But the molt paſſengers trauaile (as our Saniour 
ſaith) in the broade Way which leades to geath : (o that 
heere it may be ſayd as Lizy ſayd of old in his firſtDecad: 
Fere fit maior pars, vincit meliorem. And therefore 1t is 
that our Sauiour .comforts his Church heere with 


Luk.12,32 thoſe gratious words , Feare not little Flocke , it s your Fa- 


thers pleaſure to gine you a Kingdowe : as if he should lay, 
You are but few, a handfull; your enemies many , a 
multitude, therefore-you haue caule to feare ; yet feare 


Bot, God ts flronger then man or Sathan, your Father 1 frronger 
zhen 
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Fe your Aduerſary and hu Legions. You are but little and 
weake, you cannot conquer this Kingdome by force, no 
more then Abraham could; It shalbe giuen to your faith, 
as it was to Abrahams: you cannot merit itz if you could 
Chen you neede not feare; it shalbe given freely ; there- . 
fore though in regard of your ſelues you haue catiſe to 
feare, yet feare not in regard of the Donor, God. Lalt- 


Ph you $hall haue a Kingdome, you hane it not heere, 
© 


r then yon neede not feare, no more then Rome doth, 
but make all Kingdoms feare you rather; but it shalbe. 


giuen heercafter, therefore feare 07 but be faithfall, Hope 10.29.47 


well, and have yyell. 
3. Thirdly, they bring forth Scceſsc02. But enill men 
ſaccecde one an other in cuill places : this note there» 


fore is defeftiue. Succeſſion of Perſons without ſuccecſ. 


fion of DoQtrine is a deceſs70n, a defetion. lhe Preiſts and 
Sctibes condemned Chriſt and his doarine out'of the 
Viſible chayre of Moſes ,, as CAntichriſt may doe out of Pe- 
Pers. | 


4. Foutthly , they boaſt of vxizy. But there is a'Wic- Luc, 1128; 
ked vnity in hell, And rhe Scribes and Phariſies, and Sad- 


duces, though they could agree together no better then 
the Franciſcans and Dominicans, or the Secular Preiſis and: 
Tefuits, yet they bound themſctues in a common band 
of obedience ynder one head the high Preiſt , and the 
then viſible Church of the lewes, againſt our bleſlea 
Saujour and his Apoſtles. 
5. Fiftly, they call themſelnes the Cathol;que Church; 
and preſume to carry it by that name. Burt the Iewes 
before them did. boaſt of the Church , the Church , the 


Temple, the Teniple, and called Chiiſts doQrine both new x, . - 
##d/mgalar, and their owne, old and yniyerfall ; thougi Mar,nz7, 


E 4 - Chnſt-- 
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eagles. 
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Mat: 19, 8. Chriſttold them he was before Moſes, and ab init:0.nm 
fuit ic, there wasa time when it was otherwiſe, when 

thei: traditions (now growne fuſty with age) were no- 

velties, or ſtale newes. Thus likewiſe they called Saint 
AR+-24-14. Paules DofFrine, Hereſy. More they could not ſay againft 


Luther, or can (ay againſt vs. 

5s. Sixtly, they bring w#/bility for a note. But this is 
not a note of the-thing, but the thing it ſelfe which wee 
ſccke: fcr could the true Church be diſcerned to.be the 
true Churchby all,there-were an cnd of this argument, 
and no farther vſe of theſe notes. But becauſe though 
her betng be viſible,and her 7rue being bee viſible, yet her 
being true , is not viſible to all; wee inquire for notes 
whereby wee may not only diſcerne her 7rxe.being , but 
#he being of her truth. 

Now all theſe notes (with diverſe -others of the 


ame kind) ace not ſuch as are required by their owne 


rales , as able to conſtitute the being of the true Church : for 
a falſe Church may have all theſe and more too; they 
arc net preper , for other ſocieties have them; And if 
theſe would carry it, then the South-Church might con« 
tend for ſupremacy, and the Eaſt-Church would doubt- 
les earry it againſt all pretenders asthe Mother Church. 
For she ts before Rome in time, he hath larger bounds , and 
enultitudes of people ; Almo? all the Apoſtolique ſeas , moſt of 
the Patriarches, An Empire, Seauen vniverſall Counſels, The 
Syrian language Wherein Chriſt ſpake, The Greeke,Wberern the 
Scriptures of the new Teſtament Was Written; She hath Suc- 
ceſston even from the Apoſtles themſclues lineally with- 
Out interruption , They are af /nity vnder one Chiefe, 
and they call themſelues Carholiques; And yet for all 
theſe, the Church of Rowe (and that rightly) makes ſuch 
CXCTP= 
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Exceptions againſt hey, as wee doe againſt the Church 
of Rome. 
Since therefore theſe notes are not e/ſenrial, but acer. 
; dentall;not proper,but common;not permament but trenſient, 
£ wee ovght to be wary how wee altogether truſt to their 
probable dire&ion, ſince all,or the moſt part of theſe are 
ſuch notes as may accompany this Way which {cemes 
right and is not ſo, and ſo may be made meanes to in- 
ſnare and intangle our affections with prejudice and 
parciality,and ſo to blinde our iudgements, that having 
theſe wee shalbe ſatisfied with shew and apparance, 
though wee walke as Toſeph and Mary did three days iour- Luk,2.44, 
ney with the multitude of our friends, and nener miſſc 
Chriſt, as if he were none of our Company: 
And I pray obſerue (to hold ys to our Allegory of a 
Way) if there were doubt of two wayes, which were the 
Tight orthe wrong way, and one that would vndertake 
to direct you to finde out the right, should ſay ; You 
shall know the right way by theſe markes x It is an old 
Way,a beaten Way, a Way Where Paſſengers traucll one after an- 
: other, It is a Way by it ſelfe,or one Way,it is called the old Way, 
\ and it is vi/b/e; what were a man the better for theſe d1- 
reftions? would he not thinke ſuch a guide out of his 
wits? Eſpecially when he $hall ſee both wayes alike od, 
alike beater ; both vyayes to haue paſlengers ſucceſs:uely, 
alike frequent, both wayes to be zntire and ſmgular , both 
wayes to bercallcdold, and both wayes to be vi/;ble? Thus 
both wayes doubtlefſe he would be wilde except he had 
better directions: And yet this is the caſe of the Church, 
which ſome would thus maike cut to the beleete and 0- 
bedienceof all men. But to conclude , all theſe are no 
true markes ; but the Scriprere is the true and vntallible 
E F Eui- 
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Euidence to bound the Church out, to him that yyill 

” be heedfull to obſerue , and faithfull to beleeue, and 

humble to obay, as we hope to manifeſt. Heere then it 

were meete, I should give you ſome infallible and inſe- 

perable note of the true Way, hauing showne, or rather 

pointed at the deteCt of theſe which the Church of Rewz 

produceth. But then I shonld offer violence both to 

your patience,and to the Text;the time not permitting 

{o large a diſcourfe,and my Text leading me to difcouer 

the falſe Way With ſcemes right, but giving no warrant to 

proccede farther. Only to conclude all, ſince it is within 

my Commiſſion to:manifeſt the falfe way, I will giue 

you one note,a ſure onc,whereby you may Know when 

you are out of the right Way, that lo you may $hun crror 

and ſccke truth, and enſucit till death, that in the end 
you may finde cuerlaſting lite. 

Briefly Chriſt himſelfe faith, 7 am the Way, the 11uth,and 

Toh,g, the life , no man commeth to the Father but by me. He is the 

Way to walke in, the truth to guide you, the life where- 

withall you walke. And if you would finde this way,hee 

Tok, 5. 39. himſeltc learnes you a rule,Search tbeScriptures, for in theys 

you thinke to haue eternal life, and thoſe are they that beare 

Witneſſe of me. And he there vpbraydes the lewes , be- 

cauſe they gaue no credit or heede to the Scriptures, but 

preferd the traditions and doQtrines of their forefathers 

lohn. 5-46. before it, ſaying, Had yce beleened Moſes, yee Would bane be- 

y_ leened me: for he Wrote of me: But if you "ade not his Wrts 

tines,how shall yee beleene my Words? Therefore the Apoſtle. 

2,Tim3-16 cals all Scripture $:oryws@-, as a dottrine infpired by 

God to make men wile to ſaluatien; andſo belecuing 

himſelte, and teaching others ro belecue, he praiſeth 

a Tim3-15 Timothy for being For a childe brought Vp.in them , and he 
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Exhotts all men to follow him as he keepes in this Way, 
and vvalkes after Chriſt leſus and no otherwiſe. For ſo 
long he is ture he goeth right, and they may follow hing 
with {ccuriry. 

Now then [ do not ſay vvhereſocuer thou ſeeſt the 
Scripture ſet forth for a ſigne, there Chriſt is vvithin: 
there us the true Way,the true Charch. But 1 ſay whereſocuer 
thou canſt xox ſee the Scripture, be aſſured thou art out of 
the Way: for the Scripture muſt be euerin thy eye,being 
that ſctled Land-marke by vvhich thou muſt try and 
know , and to yvyhich thou muſt reduce and bring all 
thy other coaſt-marks and {ca-marks. So it is that Antt- 
guity vuhich agrees vvith the verity of the Scriprure;that 
yultitude yvhich yyorship God according to the rules of 
the Scripture; that Suceſsion vvhich ſuceecd in the truth of 
dodarine delivered in the Scripture; that vaity vvhich be- 
lecues the Trinity taught in the Scripture; that Carholique 
Church vyhich is founded vpon, and vniuerlally agreeth 
vvith the truth of the Scriprere ; that vi/tble congregation 
yvhich are ſeene to God, and vyhich {ce God as he re- 
ucales himſelfe in the Seripture , that become notes by 
yvhich thou maiſt ſafely tranaile in this doubtfull yvay 
of mortality. So that the Scripture mnſt ever be preſent 18 
wake theſe 2nfallible, though perhaps it be not of abiolute 
neceſſity, thatall theſe be cuer preſent vvith the Scrip- 
ture to make the Church true. The Zeathens of old burnt 
the books of Nama, becaule he bewrayd therein the pro- 
phane miſicries of their 1dolairies. The Twrks at this day 
kcepe their peoplc in ignorance; no man mult fee into, 
po inan muſt diſpute or argue of their Sect. 

And thus our Adverſarics of Kowe dcale yvith the 
Scriptures; & reſembling hecrin the Heathens & Turkes, 
E-& vvould 
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yvould yet make the vyortd belecue, that rhey are the 
ooly Chriſtians. And leſt they should ſeeme #nſantre ſine 
ratione,they hauc a ſceming reaſon why they permit not 
the Scriptures to be in the mother-tongue of euery Na- 
tion publiquely to be read by them ; leſt forſooth ( 
the Rhemiſis ſay in their preface) they should hurt them- 
ſelues , as vvith fre, or Water, or knines, or ſwords, or the 
Ike. And vvhy do they not put out the Sunne becauſe 
It hurts the gazers eyes? or why put they not out their 
eycs to preuent hurting , eſpecially ſince they miſ-leade 
many a man to luſt and vanity > To argue from the a- 
buſe of things indifferent,to remone the lawfull vie of 
them, is an abuſeof ſence and reaſon; But in things of 
this kinde, of abſolute neceſſitic,it is an intolerable and 
preſumptuous foolery. Natiire cannot bee ſo blinde as 
to ſuffer any but naturals to beleeue this their doftrine, 
and to vvalke in this their way: for Sa/omon laith,7he Way 
of the Wicked ts as darknes: they know net at what they flumble: 
But the path of theiuſ? i as the Shining light that shineth more 
and more vnto the perfett day. 

True; but vvill ſome ſay, A/ Heretickes hang out this 
fagge, and all boaſt of the Scriptures : how shall wee 
then Know the true yyay from thie falſe by that which 3s 
common to all yvayes, or vvhich all yyayes at leaſt cha- 
lenge and make $hew of 2 Obſerue cuen from this ob- 
jection the force and authority of the Scriptures, vader 
which, falſehood aſwellas trath ſeeks to shelter herſelte, 
becauſe falſehood by this glafle learnes to trimme her- 
ſelfe vp like zr#th. And looke as the Heathens by their 

AQ«17. 13. 1dolatries proued aſwell that there vyas a God, as the 
oF... Les by their true vvorship: becauſe nature taught the 
molt baibarous Nation to adore ſome Deity, and ii 

ther 
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Fier to make a God of a Calfe, a beaſt, a bird, a ſione, 
then tobe a godlcfſe Atheiſt : foall Herefies and falſe* 
hoods beare witneſſe for the 1rath and authority cfthe 
Scriptures, vvhillt they ſtrive to iuftifie them(clues 
thereby; knowing, without the Scripture all o:her their 
arzuments, notes, and pretences,how plentifull or plau- 
fible focuer they bee, are nothing to the purpoſe ; and 


: therefore they labour to wreſt the Scripture to their 
1 fancie. And could the Church of Rowe by this cuidence 
| approuc her preſent practiſe and doRrine, | allure my 
ſelte she would looke no farther , but vvould permit e- 


uery man 10 reade the ſame at pleaſuie; nay, she would: 

command the reading .thcreof vnder the paine of her 

curſe, as now she forbids it yyith her Anathema. logenu-,, . ...._ 

ous therefore is this ſpeech of a Fryer of her owne ; 1#=(;vg, lulti : 

deos Scripturts tanquamquibu [adam cancells circumacait Deus, caps 5 

we aliorum more Paganorum euaneſcerent, at <,in adinuentiont- 

biu manuum ſuarum inſoleſcerent. God did impale the Iewes 

with the Scriptures as with certaine bounds or abuttals, 

leſt afrer the manner of Pagans they shouid-apoſtate 

and perish through the innentions and deuiſes of their 

owne hands. Therefore ſaith Cyri//, Neceſiarium nobrs eff IL ll, - 

Dininas ſequi Liter as, 6 in nullo ab carnm preſcripto diſce- Ys: 

dre. ItisneceNſaric for vs to follow the Dituine Scrip- 

tures, and to depart or vary in nothing from that which 

they preſcribe. And [renews : Scripturts dinints, que ceria 

CF indubitata veritas ef, infirma & walida petra eft domuus 

ſuam edificare : hac vero derelicta , alys nitt quibuſcunque doc-" 

trins, incettam effuſe arenz; vndt facilis ſit ewerſ10:, ef rut- 

2am /iruere. To build vpon the divine Scriptures,whicly 

is the ſure and indubitable truth, is to buiid ypon a 

frme and itcong rocke : but this being leit, to rely. v- 
F. 3 poR 


wrenlib. 2; 
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taine ruine, vpon fleeting ſand from yyhence the ouer- 
throw is eaſe. 

Againe,they purſue this obieQion farther, ſaying , If 
it should be graunted, that with much ſtudy the learned 
mightattaine the know!edge of the true vvay from the 
falle by reading the Scriptures, yet how $hall the ſimple 
reſolue themſelnes by that rule, vvhen the principall 
queſtions ariſe from the variable expoſition ofScripture? 

I 101d you before, thar I gauc not this note as an ab- 
folate infallible marke to know the 2rue Way by,(though 
being rightly taken, it is truly ſucha note as is formetily 
required, Fſſentiall, Proper, Permanent, and the principal 
things wherichy vvce are diſtinguished 4nd diſcerned 
from Iewcs, Turkes, and Pagans) but I brought it to 
diſcoucr the falſe Way , as by a Ight in a darke place. And 
though the Ideot {as S. Paulr cals him) be not able to 
indge of the Scripture, yet he hath an abridgement of 
the Scripture, that is , certaine short rules drawne out 
by the Apoſtles or Apoſtolique Men to guide his faith 
by, and to try the ſpirits and the doctrine propounded; 
this abridgement is called the Apoſtles Creede, Now 
vone can bee fo ſimple, at lealt in thele dayes, (except 
they bee beg'd, orgo a begging) but they can-vvith la- 
bor and (iudy (if they thinke the ſaluation of their 

{oules vvorth the vvhile) finde, vvhether the dodarine 


taught, croſſerh and contradicterth either the Lords Prayer, 


the Commarnd:ments, or the Ariicles of our Creede ; all which 


they haue commonly by heart. Yea God is often lo fa- 
uoiab!c io theſe poote foules, vvho ſecke him in true 
humility with a Gght and acknowledgement of their 
 ©Y79Cc yieakneſle , and vvith a hunger and thirſt aticr 
; | 11ghtce 
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righteouſnes, that he reueales to babes and ſacklings, 
vvhat he conccales from great Doois and Rabbies : 1n- 
fomuch as though Balaam himiclte (blinded by coue- 
touſneſſe, and the delire of gaine and glory) cannot ſee 
vyhen his-vvay is contrary to Gods vvay, and when the 
Anget is ready to [mite him,yet Balaams Aſſe can fee this. Numb, 224 

And they are worle and more ſtupide then Balaams 3* 
Alle, that will not both fee and confeſle theſe flat con- 
tradictions, oppoſing direfly the written and reucaled 
vvill of God. For it is calier to ſee flat contradiftions 
and oppolitions, then things only diucrſe or diſſenta-. 
neous; as weake eyes can diſcerne what ſtands in the 
light, at leaſt what (tops the light. To this end, whereas 
God to his owne glory hath ſuffered Antichrif mighti: 
ly to preuaile, and to ſeduce many by glorious shewes 
of vvity and Antiquity, and generall apparences and flou- 
rishes of truth, it hath pleaſed his goodnes' in that Sea 
& Kingdome of Azticri/? to leauc ſuch open & notori- 
ous markes cf falſchood, as they which 717 by a9 reade Abac. 2; 
the Emnity betwixtthe ſerpent and the ſecede of the wo- 
man (till continuing, & oppoſing the truth of the Scrip= 
ture , by doarines direaly contrary both to the out 
ward Leticr of the Text , and inward meaning of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

And that I may inftance briefely what I haue ſo pe- 
remptorily affirmed, 1f chey heare Chriſt ſay, When yee Mar, & 
pray, pray thus , Our Father, &c. And then heare another: 
ſay; Nay rather when yee pray , pray thus, O Saint Mary: 
Lucene of heauen, O Saint Michael, Saint Peter Saint Paule,. 

&'c: they vvill know this is not as it should be, and that 
there is fiat contradiation betwixt theſe two ſpeeches, 
Thou halt Worship thy Lord thy God , andhim only halt thou Mat 4, 


"a «- ſerue, 


F560, 20. 
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ſere, Which is the vvord of Chriſt, and this, Thou shalt not 
Worship God only, but the Saints aud Angels alſo, which is the 


voyce of Antichrie. 
if thou heareſt God ſay, Then 5halt mate thee nogranen 
ſmarze, 3c. and heareſt others ſay, Tho# sbalt make [mages 


ard Wor ip them. The Images of God and Chriſt thou 


ghalt adore with dinine Worship; the Image of the Virgin 
Mary and other SainRs yvith the ng. that is due to the 
perſon it ſelfe; and to this end $shalt ſee them cuttaile this 
commandement out of their Catechiſmes , that by this 
meanes, & at this.gap tacy may bring their Whore with 


all her abhominations in triumph into the Church , as 


{ometimes the Grectans did their horſe into Tropzthough 
thou canſt aot perhaps well vaderſtand their diſtinCti- 
ons, yet thou canſt diſtinguish this faſchood from truth, 


and ſee how this their dodtine and prattiſe contradic- 


teth the word of God: aad therefore howlſocuer it may 
ſeeme faire , & to be the right Way to life,yet it is foule play, 
and the end thereof mu#t needs bee the Tſſues of death. 
Againe , when thou repeateſt in thy Creede this Ar- 
ticle, [beleeuc in Teſus Chreſt,ec. He aſcended into heauen,and 
there fitreth at the right hand of God the Father almizhty.and 
from thence shall come to indge the quicke and drad, ec. And 
heareſt a preſumtuous Prieſt with blaſphemous mouth 
{ay, This Wafer or peece of bread I'Will preſently make the bo« 
dy of Teſws Chriſt, the Sonne of God, and Saniour of the Yeorld, 
by croſsing it , and vſing thres or foure Words oucr it. Thou 
muſt needs ſee that this binds thee to belecue two.con- 
trary things at once: for {/ztzng at Gods right band, being 
ſpoken to our capacity after the wanner of men , beto» 
kKens a remaining and local] reſiding in heaven, touch- 
ng his bodily preſence; and conmmine from thence 10 indge- 
| mens © 
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went aſſures thee, he will not come before he come to 
tudge the quicke and the dead. And thou maiſt aſwell 
call his birth, his life, his death , and all the reft cf his 
ations & paſſions in queſtion, as this. Therefore learne 
to vnderſtand the Dofrines that croſſe and contradict 
one another , and whilſt thou belee veſt Chriſt ſaying, 
This is my body, beleeue, fo as thou maiſt not crofle the 
Articles of thy Faith; but know, it is his body aficr no 
carnal and flechly maner, for the flesh profits nothing. I0v:6.) 
but aftera ſpiricuall and dinine manner. Not food for 
thy. ſtomacke,thy teeth, thy belly;but food for thy ſoule, 
thy vnderſtanding, thy faith. And ſo hee cals the bread 
his body heere; as himſelfe adore, and a vine, and a rocke; 
and Peter 4/tone in other places of Scripture. And there - 
fore conſider,after Chriſt aſcended , he neuer appeared 
to his Apoltles in body againe, as he vied to do often 
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before: But in heauen he appeared perſonally to Srephen AR.7. 55- 


fo confirme his faith. And when before his aſcenſion 


he appeared to the twelue with whome Thomas Didinys 1990 208 


was; he did not vrge Thomas to belecue any thing con- 
trary to his ſenſe of {ecing, hearing, and feeling, but ra- 
ther willed him to confirme his faith by ſeeing and fee- 
ling, what before he doubted. And then hee addes, Hap 
Þy are theſe Which ſee not , aud yet beleene; he doth not tay, 
Happy are they Who beleeue contrary thines to that they ſee, (as 
they muſt do who belecue the bread to be changed into 
his naturall body , which they ſee and feele to be true 
bread (till) but Happy are thoſe Who belecue When they ſee no- 
thing to the contrary, hauins the Word of Cod (which cannot 
contradict it ſelfe) for their Warrant. As wee do beleeue 
his Reſurre&ion and Aicenſion which wee ſaw not, and 
his comming to Iudgement in glory, which we hope to 
ee, Thus 
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£, Cor, iz, This when thou shalt heare Chriſt command thee 
to take BreadanJ Wine in the Sacrameat : and a Piicſt 
countermanld this, and will thee to take bread only. Saint 

M- Paule commanding thee from God to pray With vuderys 
ſtanding ; and a Romane Prieſt willing thee to: pray in a 

ſirange tongue. God himſelfe ble ſ5:ng Matrimony , and per- 

mitting all men to marry ; and the Apoſtle Pale laying, 

Mariaze ts honorable With a/l men,and in ſpeciall tearmes, 4 
Bishop or Deacon ought tobe the hnsband of one wife,erc. and 
heateſt a Romave Prieſt (ay the contrarie ; nay, inioyne 
thee to do the contrary, and to-binde thee by an othe 
| to do it : Then thou that haſt cares to heare, heare what. S. 
2. Tok, 10. pps faith-to thee , If any come vnto you and brings not this 
" aofrine,\that is, brings any contrary doctrine to Chrilſts) 
receine hins not to houſe , neither bid him good ſpeed. And. 

heare what God gaue his people in charge of old in the 
Deut, 83.x, like cale, If there ariſe among you 4 Prophet, or a dreamer of 
&s 3» areames, and gineth thee a ſigne or 4 wonder : And the ſizne ov 
the wander come t0 paſſe , whereof he ſpake onto thee , ſayings 

Let vs 20e after other Gods (which thou hath not knowne) and 

tet vs ſerue them: Thou shalt not hearken untothe wordes off 

that Prophet, or that dreamer of dreames : for the Lord your 

God proueth you, to know whether you loue the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your ſoule. 

So thou art not to belecue him though he confirmes 
his Doarine by miracles; nay, ſuſpe& him the wore and 
the rather for that : for miracles are the principall shelters 
and pretences of 4zzichri/t, as thou maiſt ſee. Math. 2%; 
24. 2. Thef. 2. 9. So then belccue nothing which con» 
tradicts the Scripture z for the Scripture cannot be con- 
trary to itſelfe; becauſe it proceeds from the Spirit of 
God, which is the Spirit of ynity, of loue , and of truth. 

: And 


r, Tim, 3:2, 
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And to shut vp all this with a familiar example which 


the weakeſt apprehenſion may conceaue, the flejghteſt 
memory retaine : Not long ſince there vvas a tryall be- 


fore the Indges of Aſſize atTherford betwixt two townes Oxbas 
for a Common, in which both claymed intereſt : The rough, 


one towne chalenged by preſcription,and pretended vfe 
and proued the vie by them & their forefathers r1me out 
of minde. The other parties produced an awncient Compo- 
tion tn writing under the hand and ſeale of the Lords and Te- 
wants 0nboth ſides. The Iudge then determined , thar a- 
gainſt a writeng there could be no preſcription;though , with- 
out a writing , preſcription would be currant. Becauſe the 
writing controuled their preſent cuſtome, and shewed, 
CAb initio non fuit ſic; there was a time when their old vie 
was not, & therefore their claime was falſe. In proning 
their vſc againſt this compoſition , they proned them- 
ſelues intruders, incrochers, treſpaſlcrs, euill neighbors: 
It was ſo farre from doing them good, as it might haue 
done them hurt, laying them open to cuery mans aCi- 
on, whom they had oftended. So heere, wheere the 
word is ſilent, there heare Antiquity, heare the Church, ho 
nor tradition, preferre preſcription , cuſtome, vſe. If thou 
docſt not, then thou shewett thy ſelte aſelfe-wild Schif- 
maticke, or an obſtinate Herertzcke, But where the Scripture 

cakes; where thou haſt that writing vader hand and 
ſeale, that old compoſition betwixt God and Man, appointing 
Man his limits ; there let not man preſume to inter- 
commune with God, but let the tongues of men and 
Angels be ſilent. And whatſocuer dodrine croſſeth 
that, croſle thou it out of thy Creed, or God will crofle 
thee out of the booke of life. Heare Saint Paule adut- 


fing the Colloſstans, Let no man beare rule ouer you vnaer 
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adeng into thoſe things which he hath not ſeene, Varney puſet VS 
by ba fleshly miade. $0 whatſocuer humble shew or prc- 
rence he hath, he is puft vp, who preſumes to croſſe the 
dofrine of the Scripture : And though he comes 7412 


Mat- 7: 15+ cheepes clothing , with $hew of mortification and con- 


temprof the world, yet inwardly he i a rauening wolfe, and 
deſires to ſwatow widowes houſes vnder the colour of long 
prayers, auricular confeſſion,and almes; And, though he 
ſecmes a Worme and no man, and'creeping humbly ypon 
his belly, lickes the duſt of the carth;yet beware, he may 
be a {ubtile ſerpent, and no lilly worme; for yncer the 
like faire shew. Sathan decciued our Anceſtors in Pards 
diſe. ; | 
T herefore attend Saint Paules admonition carctully, 
where he ſaith, But though Wee, or an Angell from heauen 
preach any other Goſpel to you, then that Which Wee haue prea- 
ched unto you , let kim ve accurſed. And as if this were not 
{uthcient, obſerue how he riuets this commandement 
or admonition againe, and againe, ſaying; 1s We fayd 
before, fo ſay I now agatne, If any man preach any other Goſpel 
unto you, then that yee haue receined, let him be accurſed, 
What you haue receiued you know in the Lords Prayer, 
the Tenne Commandements, and the Creede , for theſe are 
Epitomices and abridgements of all. If therefore Saint 
Pagle, oran Azzel/; an Angell that you were ſure came 
immediatly from heauen;or Saint Pezey,or his ſucceſior; 
any Man that you. were aſſured without controuerlic 
were his ſucceſlor ; or any other Man or woman how 
holy, chaſte, learncd,or rel! gious foeuer they bee,should 
crolle this dofrine, belecue them not;nay,ler.them be ac- 
curſed; iaith Saint Pawle. Much lefſe then belecuc the 
: : Bo dotage 
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dotage of men, their gullerics, impoſtures,fitions,me- 
 lancholy imaginations, dreames, viſions: and retielati- 
ons; with which, being deccined themſelues, they ſeeke and. 
indeauor to deceiue others. 

You hauc now lecne the Way, 1. What it &. 2. How it 
may ſcene 202d and not bee fo. 3. How impotent, preinal- 
cia!l, and partia/la ludge man is,in his owue caſe. 4. You 
hauc ſcene the end f this faire Way to bee falſe. 5. The 
#//ue of that pretence to be death, whillt life was promiſed. 
6. Laſtly, you haue ſecne the Iudgement of Gods /pirir, 
Shewing you the zrue notes to Know zhe falſe Way by. Sub. 
mit your {clues now, and your ſenſes, and judgements 
to the diretion of Gods holy Spirit ,.and thinke not 
your ſclucs or your Predeceflors wiſer then Saint Parle, 
then Salomon,then God himſelfe : but hauing found the 
right Way , the way to life, walke in it conſtantly, and 
Carne not backe to fables, and zraditrors,and falſchoods, in 
which you hauc roo long wandred aſtray : for how- 
focuer that Way may ſeem right,and many of onr forefathers 
1aue innoranily uualked init , yetthe ſſues thereof are the 
woayes of death; From which the Lord of his mercy .de- 
Hioer vs; and direct vs te be zealous according to know- 
ledge; and from faith to clime vp to praQtiſe, reforming: 
thoſe corruptions in our lines and manners; which now 
by the courſe propounded in the beginning, wee come 
Lo ſearch and lay open, in that which tollowes. 
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THE SECOND 
SERMON, PREPARED FOR 


the Iudges, and preached vpon 


Sunday, the Aſliſes following vpon 
Monday after. 


2 Ec haue ſpoken of the ſpecula- 


: VE tive part, the Theory, as the Way was taken 
PI {for Religion; now we are to ſpeake of the 
AR Ya praicall part as the Way may yon taken for 
es P O& thecuſtome and trade of ourliues and con- 
verſations, or rather for our paſſage, or vvalking in that 
Religion which wee belecuc & profeſle to be the truth. 
And as the Lord ſaid by the Prophet I[eremy, ſo may I ſay 
to you all. Behold I hane ſet eto you the Way of life , and 
the Way of death : Thaue showne you that Way Which ſcemes 
rizht in the partial eyes of man, Who thinkes all his oWyne 
Pro. 16, 3, pays cleane ; And I have showne you that way that is 
7; ight and ſeemes f{o, eucn the vuay of Life vubich lea- 
$10-19 ** deth ro heauen, 
And now I proceed to cxhort you to walke in this 
, 45: forit isbetter not to know then not to practiſe 
what wee know. An honeſt Turke which knowes not 
the will of his Maſter,is to be preferd before a prophane 
Chriſtian , who knowes his Maſters wiil and doth ig 
nor, 
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not, and therefore shalbe beater wwith many Frepes. 

A wwvay then in this ſence of Sa/omoy, is the cultomary 
courſe of life which-a man chiefely vſerh, whether it bee 
xn vertue Or ity vice. The who'e race of mankinde na- 
tairally walke in the roade and way of (in and death: But 
fome are regenerate” and called out of this way by faith 
and repentance : others will not obay Gods word , but 
rather chooſe to liue in the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon. 
And they are ſayd to be in their vvay, becauſe (in reig- 
ncth-in them , tremples vpon them, & by cuſtome takes 
away the ſence of conſcience ; obdurating their hearts, 
as a way is hardned by the fecte of many paſſengers, ſo 
as a plow cannot pierce the ſame. Thus men haue their 
darling: and beloued ſins which is their vvay, out of 
which you can- by no meanes put them; as a Hare ftar- 
ted before Greyhounds , will haueher accuſtomed way 
and muſc, or die for it; fo theſe. 

And thus a man is not ſayd to be” in his vvay when: 
hee ſinneth'of frailty, he then hath lipt out of his way, 
and leaues not till herreturne into his vvay by repen- 
tance : but yyhen he ſins by cuſtome then he js in his 
vvay. Anda notorious (inner is not ſfayd to be in his 
©va) if now and then-hee comes to Church, prayes, re- 
cciues the Sacraments, and forebeares groſle {innes , or 
docs ſome ſingular and ſolitary good: for he is not well,. 
till he be out of this v4 againe, and like 4 dog returnes 
to his vemite. Therefore a man is judged wile or foolish, 
200d or bad, and tobe in, or out of his vvay, by his or- 
dinary aCtions, rot by a ſpeciall (ingle fat. For nemo” 
9nnibs hors ſapit z Semel-inſanivimu omnes , and in vmany 
zbings Wee ofend all. It is therefore the generall courſe, 
procecding , and perſeuerance in vertye or yice that 
U 4 brings 
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brirgs life ordeath roonr Wayes:for the crowne of glory 

is at the end of this race of yertue, & here death is *t the 

endof this race of vice:the end there of is the iſſues of death. 
2. Ring.1l Dawdcommitred Adultery and Murther , grieuous 
Nips out of Gods way ; but being in thoſe ſins he vyas 
beſides himsſelfe, out of his wit, out of his way, and never 
was at reſt til] by repentance he returncd and witneſſed 
his ſorrow by that penitcntial Pſalme,in which he expreſ- 
ſeth cordiall repentance, and ſeemes to do corporall pe- 
nance in the Church to this day. His delight Was in the 
Taw of the Lord, he vvas a man according to Gods owne heart, 
A min, and thereforc might crre, might ſlip out of the 
vvay; but a man after Gods owne bears, therefore he would 
Gen, 5+ 24, Walke With God xs Enoch did, and was reucr well at his 
neart till, he yyas reconciled to God by humble and 
hearty repentance, | : 

Teroboam was in his way all his life, and folde himſelfe ts 
commit ſm : ſo that it is layd of diuctſe other Kings that 
ſucceeded 1eroboam both in his ſeate and ſinnes,That they 
atd enillin the ſzaht of the Lord, and vvalked in the vvay of 
Teroboam, and in his ſine vuherevvithall he made Iſrael to 
finne. | 
z, King.21 ecAhabvyvas not in his vvay vyvhen vpon the Pro- 
aye rhets admonition he put on ſackcloth and humbled 

himſelfe before God : but he was in his way when he 
followed the counſell of 7ezabc!, flue the Prophets of 

God, and murthered Naboth for his vineyard. 
2.King.10 Zehn, though he flue all 4habs children according to 
4.16 theword of the Lord, though he would necds have Je- 
honadab ſee his zcale which he pretended was for God, 
in killing all the Prieſts of Baa, and in taking the I- 
mages out of the houſe ot Bae//,though he did Borg 0 
: nts tacrt 
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ther things tending to reformation of Religion and 
tbe State, Yet all this while he was not in his elewent,in 
his way : for preſently he was not well till he was com. 
mitting the fins of 7eroboam, worshippivg the golden 
calues in Bethel and Day. Therefore though the ſpirit of 
God praiſe him for what he did well, yer it addes in the 


end , But Iehu tooke no heed to Walke in the LaWve of the Lord 2. King.y6 


God of 1ſraell wvith all his heart : for he departed not from the 3** 
ns of teroboam vuhich made Iſrael to ſin, 
And thus much to shew what this Way of practiſe is,and 
when vve may be ſayd to bee 1n our wway, or out of it. 
Now if thoſe men may.be deceined in their wayes, 
who thinke they walke vprightly and like honeſt men, 
vyhat shall become of ſuch as haue no vvayes, no voca- 
tions to yyalke in, or of ſuch as know the vvay they 
vvalke in,is the vwvay of death, and yet continue io lin a+ 
eainſt their owne conticiences, and the very light of Na- 
ture? If the honeſt Heathen or Turke, tor whole ruth 
the Chriſtjan dares depoſe, hauing had trya}l thereot in 
many bargaines ; if the denonte lew , for whom Saint 


Paule gines teſtimony : [beare them record they haue the Rows, 


zeae of God thourh not according to knoVWvleage. It the ſupers- 
ſtitious Anchorite, vvho lockes himictte trom all plca- 
ſure, and makes this vvorld a hell, that he might anoyd 
Purgatory ; it all theſe (I ſay) be condemned , when 
their wayes ſceme good to themſelues, hauing probable 
reaſons to perſwade them that they are ſo ; what $hall 
become of the irreligious Atheiſt, vvho like a foole 
fayth in his heart there is no God, and yet by naturall feare 
is often taught to giue his heart the lic for ſo ſaying,and 
knowes his way is the way of death, yet vvalkes in it ? 
what Shall þccome of the prophane Naturaliſt and 
ng one Eg pag Ncu- 


Plalm y.- 


7, 
Neuteraliſt, vvho is of all religions, or no religion; whe 
goes to an Alchouſe vvith better deuorion then to a 
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Chucch; and to a Play with greater deligat and loue, 
then to a Sermon? What s hall become of the Mur:herer, 
Thiefe, Adulterer, Dcunkard, Sodomite, and of the 
re(t of thoſe impudeat (inners vvho offend againſt na- 
ture, and yet outface the light of the Goſpel , life of 
the Law, and laugh Religion and Goucrnement to 
ſcorne ? Theſe men lice their vvazrs are naught, yet they 


{fit in the ſcate of ſcorners, 4nd vvualke in the UVay of the vn Y 


godly, vvithout feare either of God or man. And their 
eltate may be reſembled ro ſouldiars-in. a battell, who 
ſecing their fellowes die before , behinde, on the right 
and left hand, and know their turne to be next, are ye! 
ſo tranſported vvith the preſeat hurry and fury of the 


fight , and their {ences fo dam'd vp with the noyle of 


drams and trumpets, the neighing of horſes, the clash- 
ing of vveapons,the thunder and lightning of the inter - 


changed artillery,as they cannot heare the heauy shrikes 


and grones of their dying companions, but deſperately 
g0C on, ana ſceme ien(elefle of danger, tillindeed their 
bodies be made ſenſcleſlſe,and their foules more ſenſible 
by death. So faresit yvith theſe, vvhillt they are ſin- 


ning, and their ſoules ready to bee ſlaine by ſinne, they 
heare ſuch a thunder of othes, lyes, and laſciuious ieſts 
and ſongs, ſuch drumming and tofling of pots and 


canncs,luch muſique vyhich the Diucll makes them,or 


they rather make the Diuell, as they can neither looke 


vp toattend the. admonitions of God or man, of their 


friends or foes, nor (ee the deſperate condition, miſery, 


and ends of their dying companions , tome ſlaine ſo- 
Gainely, Others living miſerably beggarly, baſcly, full 
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of rottetnefſe and ſores, deformed, filthy, lothſome to 
the eye, to the eare, to the noſe; andthe reft of theſe, 
and the veſt of theſe , going (as they ſay) to hea- 
uen in a halter, if eucr they come there. 1f the righ- 
zeons ſcarce be ſaued, Where shall the ungodly , and ſinners ap- 


peare ? © Lord open their harts, that as they ſee their 


Wayes are evill, ſo they may leaue their eni}] cuſtoms, 
and turne to thee with ſorrow and repentance, thar if 
it be poſlible,they may be ſaucd from the pit of deſtru- 
tion. WE: 

But leaue wee thele yagrants, vvho either vvalke in 
nO way, Or like rogues, and vagabonds trauaile vvith- 
Out paſpott, & come to ſpeake ot [uch as ſeeme to haue 
warrant for their vvayes, though vpon tryall wee $hall 
inde them forged and countetteite. 

Wayes are cither 7. Firinales. 2, Or Private. 3. Or 
Publice. 

I. Vicinales vie. Or vvaycs of vicinity or neighbor- 
nood, are betwixt ſtrecte and ſirecte, neighbor and 
neighbor, houſe and houſe, in Cities or townes. And 
thele may be compared firſt vvith thoſe opinions in our 
Religion, or conditions and manners in our lines, 
vvhich vvee take vp by imitation of our Parents, Tu- 
tors, Predeceflors or the like. Thus by imitation and ex- 
ample of others vv home vyce reverence tor knowledge 
or dcuotion, by the cuſtome and conſent of times and 
places, wee are led as it were blindfold, to take yp vpon 
truſt all matters of faith without examination of their 
principles or grounds; vyhen if vvee yvere not Kept 
backe from ſearch by ignorant ſuperitition , vve sRould 
finde, that, As man naturally begets wan to fin according t0 


lis depraued Imaze, and man 6 apter to follow man in eu! 


H 2 thc 


FRE .. Y _ N 3K; 
._ id þ V A, 
- : +1 4 : R 
Fo | | 


be, * 6} 4 R's c ERPY | . : ; | a 
oy 'S 0 : -o be "0 .; A þ ? Ss AE : us : 
; Cys ET — 
a ft 
” , . , 4 


then in god, fo both in Faith and manners wee are often miſled + 
a4 corrupted by our naturall ron and fuperFitions prede- 

ceſiors; by which reafon,as the tares ouergrow the wheat, 

ſo the foolish overgrow the wile, the ſuperſtitious ouer- 

grow the iruly religious; and the godl:fle,the godly;and' 
{0 fultorum infinitus numerus , the vyhole Earth is reple-» 

. nished vviih ſuch people. 

For inſtance, wee ſend our children beyond the Seas: 
Into Frauzce, Italy, Spaine,Germany ; they rcturne not En- 
elishmen from thence, but Frenchmen, Italians, Spa- 
niards, Germans; They do not only bring home the 
Language,which vvas the pretencc of their trauell , but 
their religions , manners, cuſtomes , diets, geſtures, 
cringes , vices, diſeaſes : fo that nothing heere now 
ſecemes good to them , but all that they bring home 
that ſeciwes right in theircyes, they hate to be refor- 
med, preiudice hath fo taken vp their affetions and 
iudgements atorchand. | 

Thus young men taite according to the company 
which ficlt enrers and ſcaſons them. By which meanes 
ſome ſmell of Rowe, ſome of Conſtantinople, and the grea- 
teſt number become like ſalt vvithout ſauonr. 

2. Secondly , ſome vices by their propinquity and 
ncighborbood to vertues,do fo reſcmble them, that they 
can hardly be diſtinguisht from them:and ſo deceiue ma« 
nya foule, who-takes a ſpctious vice for a wholeſome 
veriue, and reſteth ſatisfied with the shadow in ſtead 
of the ſnbſtance, as children. are pleaſed aſwell with 
counters and counterfeit coyne, as vvith pure gold and 
currant mony.. | 

So proadrgality is often taken for liberality, or for charts 
My. Spiritual pride is taken tor Humility : Single incontie 
Benerg 
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Aencie or rnpotencie , is taken for chaſlitie ; Temeritie is ta” 


Ken for Fortiude : Securitie is taken for peace of conſcience's. 


Preſumption is taken for faith : vaineglory tor Picty and de- , 
#9tio2 : chelericke folly, for zeale : And deadnes of heart, and 
aulneſſe of affettion, tor Contentment. 

3- Thirdly, ſome natural verturs, for neighborhoods 
| ike, and for ſome reſemblance betwixt them, are oftery 
miſtaken, for Theoloncall vertnes ; And this point would 
bce yvell obſerved; for ir deceiues many both in judg- 
ing of others , and in ivdging themſclues too , vyhilſt 
either they conſider not the difference, or marke not 
the proper concurrants to both , or diltinguish not be- 
twixt Nazure and Grace. 

Thus moral! or civil honeftie which a Turke may 
haue,lookes like zrue ſanfirie, yvhich the true Chriſtian 
onely hath. So hi/oricall Faith, yyhich vvicked men may 
haue, and the divels hauc, lookes at firſt blush, to ſame 
that haue eycs to ſee no farther, like 3uſtifying Faith, 
vyhich the Elet onely have: So zatrrall love, vuhich 
Ethnickes haue, is miſtaken for Chri//zan Charitie:tor tha 
a yyorke be good, that is, accepted of God, it mult proceede 
out of Faith, and be done in obedjence to his commaunde- 
ment, and tothe end zo glorifie him. Now this cannot be 
yvithout 4»owledge, that is the ground of all : for how 
sball they beleeue an bim, of whom they bane not heard? Rom, 
IO. 14+ Bona opera dicuntur opera Ethnitorum , aut ſecunaum 
apparentiam tantiim, aut quod ſubſtamia opers in ſe bona ſit.li> 
ret ſubiedFo, obietto, fine, algſque circumſtantys ſit malum. The 
yyorkes of Ethnickes are called good, either by reaſort 
of their apparcace onely , or that the ſubſtance of the 
worke is in it ſelte good, although in reſpett of the ſub- 
ea, obiea, end; aid other circumſtances it bee euill, 
And againe , Opera Exnicorun v0 idiirco mals dicuntur, 

| IH 2 7408 


82-9 THE HIGHWATES OF COD. © 


qued fant ſanpliciter, ſed quod non fant bent. The vyorkes 
of Erhnickes are not therefore {aid to bee euill, as they 
are ſimply done, but for that they are not done well as 
they ought to be, 

For that a zatura/! vertue be chriſtened, (as I may ſay) 
vvithout yyhich it cannot be acceptable to God, there 
muſt concurre theſc circumſtances: 

1. Firſt, that it be done ina right vvay, a right faith, 
a nght religion , which is onely 1a the txith of Chriſt : 
9rer foundation canno man lay, 1. Cor. 3.11, 

2. Secondly, that it be warranted by a ſpeciall faith; 
that is, firſt, a certaine knowledge out of Gods word, 
thatit isa worke pleaſing to him, and not contradiforic 
to his will : ſecondly, vvith a full perſwafion that his 
perſon, vyho performes it, is reconciled to God, in and 
through Chriſt Ieſus; and ſo his worke,yea all his works 
accepted, as the perſon and lacrifice of Abel was accep- 
tcd of God, Gen. 4. | 

3+ Thirdly, that it be done toa good end, that is, to 
glorific God, zo zeſtifie our lone and thank fulneſſe to him, tos 
his infinite loue to vs; and to make owr owne election ſures, 
And all workes done otherwiſe , how great focuer they 

be, how glorious a shew ſocuer they make, citherin our 
owne eyes, Or in the eycs of the world, are thoſe appa- 
rances vvhich often beguile good men, {I meane, men 
of good natures, of good naturall diſpoſitions and atfe« 
fions) aud vyhich S. Auguiine cals /plendida peccata, gli- 
ſterivg ſinnes; promiſing lite, but leading to death : 
Their Wayes ſeeme right in their owne eyes, but the yſſues ther- 
of are the Wayes of death. 

Vie private. 

In the ſecond place we haue prevate vwayes,yyhich are 

Vvaycs 


” 


yvayes of caſe for a mans perſon, or the priuate vie of 
his family, as garden alleys, vvalkes, back-wayes and by- 
wayes. And theſe haue their reſemblances in our genes 
rall ca/lngs as Chriſtians, and in our particular callings, as 
we are Miniſters, Magiſtrates, Lawyers, Merchants, ot 
the like. | 

1. In our generall callings, wee haue priuate Wayes, 
vyhereby vvith Nonatr, vve thinke to goe to heaucn 
alone by our ſelues : As for inſtance, amongſt our Ro- 
mish Aducrfaries the infinite Ord2rs and vyyayes of perfe- 
Qtion, ( as they call them) doe plainely manifeſt ; and 
yvith vs, that auerſenefle and ſingularitie of hamour 
vvhich preuailes ſo farre with ſome, as it cauſeth vvhat- 
ſocucr is commaunded by the lawfull Magiſtrate in 
Church affaires, tobe by them and their followers yt- 
terly miſliked, if tor no other reaſon, yet for this, that it 
15 commanded, and in obaying they Should commit, as 
they ſay , three grieuous faults. 1. $inne againſt 
their conſciences. 2. Giue offence and ſcandall to their 
weake brethren. 3. Infringe their Chiiſtian liberty. 

2. In our particular calling, wee hauc our priuate 
walkes alſo, encry one negleQing the maine end at 
which they should driue, and ayming obliquely, cither 
at priuate gaine, at vaineglory, or the ſatisfaction of 
ſome bale humor and paſſion. And to begin with the 
Diutne, becauſe he should leade others right : The end 
of his yocation is, by preaching to acquaint men with 
the will of God , by praying to turne the wrath of God 
from the people, and to obtaine a bleſſing ypon his la- 
bors, and by praZiſe to contirme ſuch in the true faith 
by vyorkes,as he hath wonne by words to: belecue and 
imbrace it ; But doth he tend this errand ? alas nothing 
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leſſe, for aſſoone as he is fligge , and comes fresh out of. 
the YVaiuerfitic, it he bee croſt in his firſt prefermenr, 
then he growes refraCtary to the State and preſent go- 
vernment of the Church eſtablished; neither makes he 
conſcience to miſ-leade others , fo he may be head of a 
faction, and be thought ſomebody. Bug if in his firſt 
rar he meetes no checkg, but gets preferment , his 
fiudy then is to grow with the time; and then he cannot 
diſtinguish the warts,moles,ſcarres, and corruptions of 
the Church, from perfcQions and graces : his ſtudy is 
not to diſcharge one Cure well , but to procure and 
charge himſelte with many, to heape ſteeple vpon 
ſteeple, as if he ment toclimbe yp to heauen that way. 
And after all to retire himfelfe to a Prebendary out of 
the vvay, where like a bird ina cage he may be fed fat, 
2nd prouide to purſchace ſome new and higher prefer- 
ment, butneuer {ing mote. 

This his way ſcemes good to himlſelte (for I will not 
vncharitably iudge him to ſin againſt his conſcience) 
and yet he finds the i{/ue thereof to be the vuayes of death. 
But we muſtlet him alone, he is in his Way, it is in vaine 
to mouc kim to leaue it, for he laughes both at the mo- 
cion and the man that makes it: he abounds in his 
owne ſenſe , and will not be taught, but by ſence, by 
ſecling punishment when it is too late to shun it. 

The Lawyer is preſented next, the end of wholc vo- 
cation is to do iuſtice, and determine controucrſies tru- 
}y for the procuring and preſeruirg of peace: But doth 
he hold himſclte ftritly in his courle to accomplish 
this end of his cailing and profeſſion? Alas no. But he 
demeanes himſclfe for the moſt part, as a man piaced a- 
boue the Lawe; And what he doth is either againlt the 

| | SE Lawe, 


Lawe , or without a Lawe, as it were by his princely 


prerogative, non e/? inflo lex poſita, &c. There ts no Lawe for 1 Tim 1.9, 


4 Lawyer. Thus he may take what cauſe heliſt in hand, 
though he know it be vniuſt : for his office (he ſaith) 
is not to ludge, but to pleade; and he ſpeakes therefore 
with more affection and carneſtnes againſt the truth, 
then for it : Becauſe a good cauſe will ſpeake for it 
ſelfe, but he deſerues praile that maintaines an 1ll cauſg 
well; and for this he shall be famous, and get Clyants, 
and ſo get wealth which is that he aymes at. 

Againe, he may<ake what fees he will, though the 
Law limits his takings , and cals rhe exceſſe, extortion. 
He is the expounder of the Lawe, he is Lex /oquens, the 
tongue of the Law, and ſaith, Thar the intention of the 
Lawe was to limit men that they should take no lefle, 
and it limits ſuch as can get no more. 

. Againe, other Trades muſt do their worke,, if they 
wil haue wages; and muſt acknowledge the benefit they 
receive, and the Benefator: but heere the Maſter is 
the ſeruant ; and whereas in all other vocations there 
lies an Aon in the Caſe againſt ſuch, as hauing taken a 
valuable conſideration tor their paines, will not per- 
forme their worke ; He, nothwithſtanding his fee, may 
ſpeake or hold his peace as he plcaſeth : for though he 
hath two handes to take fees on both ſides ,' yer he can- 
not be at wo Barres at once,and Demo/thenes,we know, 
had as much for holding his peace, as AFſchines for plea- 
ding. The Dodrine of Reſtitution he likes not , it is a 
popish point; in all other things he can be content to 
be Catholique, to be vniuerſall, to be for eucry man: 
To be for a maa in one caſe, againſt him in another, 
though the ca(es reſemble : nay, perhaps to be both "y 
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the plaintife and defendant in one caſe; and though he 
cannot pleade for both, becauſe he hath but one 
tongue, yet he may giue countc!l to both, for that one 
tongue is double; and rakes fees of both, for that's the 
end of all. His Wayes ſeeme good and right ; for can 
he walke wrong who hath the Law, the rule of Equity 
in his hand, and whoſe office it is to guide others right in 
the way? Yes doubtleſſe, the end shewes, thar Male par- 
ta, male dilabuntur, the iſſues of all are the Wayes of death and 
deſiruttion. 

Next looke vpon the Marchant as it were the Gene- 
rall,and all Mechanicks as ynder-Officers of commerce, 
the end of their Profeſſions is, or should be, by com- 
mutatiue Iuſtice to ſupply the neceſſities of each other, 
and ſo of the State. But ſee how they propound priuate 
gaine to chemſelucs,as the only maine end and {cope of 
all their labours. And vnder this couer what one can 
cheate or coolen his neighbor of, either by ſophiſtica- 
ted warcs, or falſe waights and meaſures, or by any 0- 
ther cloſe deuiſe or conveyance , he thinkes it tolerable, 
nay laudable, a part of his trade, a miſtery (as he cals it) 
of his profeſſion, without which he could not be a good 
husband, or thought fit,to deale in the world, orſet vp 
for himlelfe. 

Thus perhaps he will be curious in the duties of the 
firſt Table,which touch not the corruptions of his pro- 
teflon; but for workes of mercy commanded in the ſe- 
cond Table, he Knowes not what they meane, or per- 
haps they are ſuperſtitious and popish workes, though 
he heare God himſelfe ſay, I Wil haue mercy., and n0t ſa- 
erifice. He will not ſweare perhaps;for that is too open 
a ia for is purpoſe ; in this point perhaps he will be an 
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Anabaptiſt : but if lyes will fell his euill-conditioned 
commodities, he will let none lye by him, nor no man 
lye beyond him. He will not breake the Sabaoth, no 
not tocate, no not to feed others, not to doe good , he 
is a ſtrict Sabbatrarian, a lew in opinion; but that day 
or any other he will not ſticke to cooſen his credulous 
brother, and aſwell may you truſt a lew as truſt him. 
Thus he growes rich, and treaſures vp wrath for him- 
felfe,and in his whole dealing thewes himſclte a wrong 
Marchant, but a right Iudzs,who wil gaine by the fayned 
Shew of godlineſle, or by any other couric. Hs Way 


ſeemes right to himſelfe, though the end thereof be the Tiſſues of 


death. 


Vie Puplice, vel Pretoria. 

In the third place wee haue Publique Wayes, common 
roads, the Kines hizh-Way , which reſembles publique 
iudgement, publique authority , and the Common 
Lawes of the Land. For becaule all men thinke their 
Owne wayecs good, bee they wayes of priuacie, or waycs 
of neighborhood, therefore God hath appointed Kings 
and Iudges to bee life-tenants and Deputies in his 
ſteade, to defend weake 7ruth from ſtrong falſehood and 
Oppreſſion, and to decide cuery controyerſic accordin 
to the right rule of reaſon and Equity contained and 
expreſſed in the Lawes where they goueine. Other- 
wiſe vndoubtedly, if every man might be his owne 
Judge, the Thicte, the Murtherer, all would be quit,and 
the ludge and Iewry should ſmart for it; the Plaintife 
and Defendant, all yyvould be ſauers, and the Lawyer 
Should pay for all, who now is like to getall. To auoyd 
therefore this confuſion , God hath ſer Czſar to arbi- 
trate indifterently betwixt party and patty, and giuen 
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him a Lawe and direCt rule how to doe it, and that he 
might do this frecly without partiality, without feare or 
any other thing that might mif-leade his iudgemcnt, 
God hath ſet hin aboue all, exempted him from all o- 
ther Iludges but himſelfe, and the Lawes which are his 
rule and iudge. Now to the end he might be fully and 
compleately furnisghed, God puts an other ſpirit into 
him, as wee lee in Moſes, and after inthe 70. Afliſtants, 
and in Saw!/?, Danid, Salomon and others who were cxtra- 
ordinatily indued from aboue with Graces fitting their 
imployments; and this Spirit vvhilſt it continues vvith 
them, doth neuer contradict the publique voice, that is, 
the Lawe of the State, but ioyaes with it and fpeakes 
the ſame language,from whence perhaps that common 
{pecch aroſe, that the woice of the people is the voice of Cod, 
if it bee ioyned yvith the voice of the King; and this 
yOice is to be heard and obaycd for conſcience ſake, 
being heere oppoſed to the Spirit of privacie,which will 
rule,though vvithout reaſon; and the more weake it is, 
is for that the more yviltull, 

Now this Spirit of priuacie (whoſe vviſedome con: 
fiſts in vvilfulnes) may be 1n a publique Perſon, when 
tor his owne or peoples finne he hath loſt the publike 
ſpitic yyherewith God indues Princes, So the publique 


7, Sam. 16+ ſpirit departed from Saule, and a private mad ſpirit 
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a. poſſeſſed him, vvhich made him hate Dad, for louing 


1m, and being loued of God; to gine him his daughter 
vpon purpoſe to enſnare and betray him;ro deale falſely 
vvith him in all his faire pretences; and laſtly, to croſle 
and contradiCt his owne religious Law for the cxtirpa- 
tion of yvitches, by conſulting vvith them. 

Salomon Vas in the like caſe, yyhillt by the yncleane 
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finne of Adultety he fell into the ſoare of [dolatry; he 
crolt his people, and forgat his owne vvritings, vyhere 


he laith, As a roaring Lyon,and a ranging Beare, fo 1s a Wicked Pro, 18. rg 


Ruler oner the poore people ; Yet he thought himſelfe then 
alſo perhaps as vvite as before, becaule he found him- 
ſelfe as vvitty, and forgot vvhat he had vvritten, That 


ento a malicions ſonle Wiſedowe shall not enter : nor dwell in the gay, x  & 
body that is ſubiet? vwto-finne. For the holy Spirit of difcipline 6.7, 


. Will flie deceite , and remeone from thoughts that are Without 
Under/ianding : and Wil not abide When wnrighteouſnes com- 
meth in, For Wiſedome t a lowing Spirit, and Will not arquit 4 
blaſphemer of his Words: for God is Witneſſe of his reines, and a 
true beholder of bis heart, and a hearer of his tongye. Where- 
fore, for this, yvhen he recouered his former publique: 
ſpirit, he cryed peccaui and miſerere vvith his father Da- 
vid, and yvrote that booke called Fcclejraftes,ro bemone 
and manifeſt his owne fall, and forewarne other Prin- 
ces to beware of the ſpirit of priuacie, that they may 
hedge in their royall Wayes vvith theſe conſcionable re- 
ſtrictions,vvhereby they may be obayed for conſcience 
ſake by their ſubie&s. 

7. Firſt, Salomon , or Ceſar muſt not rule yvithout & 
Lawe, nor by his abſolute power make any, but {ce to 
the execution of thoſe that are made. lt inclines there- 
fore roo much towards tyranny for a Maziitrate 10 Cx- 
erciſe an abſolute authority vvithout limit, and the $S#- 
periour who rules vyithouta Lawe, or againſt Lawe, 
vvalkes in no Way himſelfe,but balks his owne high-Way; 
for a Way is fenced, but the champian fields are tor the 
wild-gooſe-chaſe; and corners and holes for ſiniſter 
ations. When as publique perſons should do pubtique 


actions in publique, in the Gates of the City, in the Kings Gen. 2330, 
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high-Way, in the eye of all. For chamber-workes are ſuf. 
picious, and carry a shew of priuacy and parciality. And 
{o it is ſayd by Livy , that Tarquenims made the nameofa 
King odious at Rome, becauſe he ruled all Dome#icts 
con/ilys by chamber- Councell, as Rehoboar in Iſrael, and 
Lewes the 11, in Fraunce. Thus Kings though they bee 
11 ſome ſort aboue the Law, becaule they are diſpenſers 
of it, are not yet without a Lawe, becauſe they muſt 
rule themſelucs and others by it. And thus much the 
crowne that a King weares tellifieth , which is a rype of 
the loue, and acknowledgement, and conſent of the 
pcopic in his gouernement; and lets him ſee, that there 
1s a verge, a hoope, a compalle for the heades of Kings, 
aſwell as of ſubicts, and that wee come to manitecſt in 
the ſecond conſideration. 

2. Secondly, Gods Lawe is Ceſars verge , which 
Ceſar muſt neither tranſgrefſe, nor ſufferto bee tranl- 
greſt,” Where God hath ſet no Lawe , . there Ceſars 
Lawe (I meane the Lawe of the Land , Which « the 
hedze to this high-Way of the King) muſt ſtand. And this 
muſt agree with the equity of the Lawe of God , from 
vyhence it originally takes life and ſtrength. For as 
where it agrees with Gods Lawe, wee mult obay it for 
conſcience ſake; ſo where it contradicts or crofleth the 


Lawe of God, the Apoſtle Peter giues a generall rule, - 


It is there better to obay God then mar. To cleere this: 
Thou ſaycſt thy conſcience tels thee,the Religion com- 
manded by the King, or ſome ceremony vied in the 
Church according to the Lawes eſtablished, 1s not a= 
greeable, but contrary to the tiuth; If rhou canſt mani- 
feſt this by the word of God, then thy Conſcience tels 


' Ehee right, and thou art not to doc what is comman= 


ded 
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ded by man, though he ſpeakes humane Lawe , but 
yet thou art to ſuffer yyhat is intoyned by him, ſo 
{perking with the Law, or ſo doeing as Exccutor 
of the Lawe : and both theſe wayes thou obayelt 
God and Ceſar roo ; Gol attiuely, doing vvhat ke vvils; 
and Ceſar paſſively , ſubmitting thy will to Gods 
holy ordinance , and obaying the Magiſtrate for con- 
ſcience ſake, But if thy conſcience tcls thee this or that, 
and cannot prouc what it tels thee , but by shifts and 
Shadowes ; then it is not truly thy conſcience , at leaſt 
no true but 2 lying conſcience that ſo miſleads thee; nay 
rather, it is thy phantaſie, thy imagination,thy pecuish, 
preiudiciall, and froward conceit; And thou art bound 
to reſiſt, and breake thine owne crooked and peruerſe 
vvill, aud to ſubicct it to the will of God, who hath ſub- 
iected thee to Ceſar. For Conſcientta non eſt contra ſcientiam, 
fed cum ſcientia, Conſcience is ioyned with knowledge; 
thats the ground, otherwiſe thou ſetſt yp an Idol in thy 
qwne heart, and worshippelt it, vvhilſt thou obayeſt an 
erring and ignorant conſcience. For an Ido! (faith Saint 
Paule) 1s nothing in the World; and ſuch is thy conſcience, a 
bug.beare, a Scar-crow, a Chimera of thine owne me- 
lancholly imagination,or maleuolent invention : And 
howſocuer it may ſceme right to thy ſelfe & thy Secta« 
tors,or Setmaſlters,the ſues thereof are the Wayes of death. 

3- Thirdly, as the Lawes of God muſt guide our con- 
ſciences in our religious duties, ſo the pofitiue Lawes of 
the Kingdome mult be the hizh-Wway wherein cuery one 
muſt vyalke in actiue obedience. And Kings and ludges 
are the diſpenſers and diſpoſers of theſe Lawes accor- 
ding to reaſon. Neither $hall they need in the execu- 
t10a to ſatisfic cucry priuate , curious, and contentious 
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head, which pretending conſcience, vvill diſobey, or 
to (atisfic every delinquent with arguments, for then 
his worke were infinite;bu: ſtrictly and diretly to open 
the booke, and to execute the Lawe of the Land, and 


euery liege-man is to acquieſle therein. For the Indge is, 


or ought truly to bee, Lex /oquens, and doth but tell vs 
the Lawe,and shew vs the high-way in which wee muſt 
walke; and if wee liſt not to walke in jt, wee mult be 
content to {uffer for our willful folly, or walke out of 
the vyay , out of the reach of the Lawe. And there is 
Ereat reaſon for this, for God hath ſet Kirgs as his De- 
puties to execute Iuſtice and Iudgement, he expects it at 
their hands; and where any euill tals out for lacke of cx- 
ccution, the fault is the Magiſtrates, it there be Law to 
preuent it; of him Shall the ſoule be required which pe- 
risheth for lacke of gouernment; as the ſoule shalbe re- 
quired at the Paſtors hands, which perisketh for lacke 
of inſtruction in the truth. Great reaſon is it therefore 
he should haue power ouer ſuch as he muſt anſwere ſo 
frialy for, that he may punish them, or compel! them 
Fug in, or Keepe them for drawing others out of his 
olde. 
So wee ſce, Iuap. 17. Micha ſets-vp an Idol contrary to 
Gois Lawe, hewill have a parlor-worship, a religion 
by himſelfe: The reaſon of this error of knowledge and 
conſcience is giuen there; Then there Was no King in Iſrael, 
but euery man did What ſeemed good in his ewne eyes. So the 
King is to ſee to Religion, and if Idolatry increafeth,or 
ſeas, or ſchiſmes ariſe, it is counted the Kings fault, 
zf thcre bee a King; the fault ariſing heere for Jacke of 
2 King : that is, of a fit perſon to execute the Lawe a- 
gainſt Idolairy, Likewiſe in zhe 19, Chap. of Inadges, the 
Leuites 
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Lenitcs wife is defiled after an vnſatiable & b:utish ma«+ 
ner : The reaſon of this villaine,this iniuſtice, this error 
in praQtiſe,is giuen as before, Then there Was no King, Ofc. 
So all diſorders of life are for l/acke of execurien of InFtice: 
for God gaue the People a Lawe in this caſe; ſo they 
lacked not a law,but a Magiſtrate to cxecute it. Againe; 
in the 21. Chap. of 7#dg: There are two barbarous fats 
mentioned; the firſt, the bloudy deſtrution of 7abes Gi- 
lzadzrhe other, the rape of certaine vitgins by fraude and 
force, who came cur, withour fezre of trechery, ſecurely 
truſting to their owne innocence, and the peace of the 
State. The reaſon of theſe diſorders is giuen as before; 
Then there Was no King in Iſrael, but enery man did What 
ſeemed good in his owne eyes: There vyas a Lawe, but there 
vyas none defigned to execute it. 

Prayſed be God, vvee haue both King , Lawes, 
Prieſts, and Indges; how haps it then , that there are ([ 
do not lay finnes, for there yyill be finnes as long as 
there are mecn,) but ſuch common,open, crying ſinnes, 
ſuch rajgning , roaring, raging ſinnes,ſuch beaten roads, 
common high-yvayes of linnes and ſinning , as if there 
vvere no King, no Lawe,no Prieſt, no Iudge in F2glana? 
I ſpeake not ofthem, yyhich may pretend their excuſe 
from the fray{ty of our natures, and our procliuenes to 
ſin, but of ſuch as are committed with a high hand, ſtan- 
ding like thecues by the high-vvayes ſide at nooneday, 
and robbing God of his glory, the Common-wealth of 
their honor, and that vvith violence, vvith applauſe, 
Shaddowing their vnlawfull ations vnder the pretence 
of Lawe it{elfe, vyhich should reforme them. And 
ſome of theſe for the manifeſtation of this point , I in- 
tend to bring to the barre to anſwere for themſelues. - 
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head, which pretending conſcience, vvill diſobey, or 
to (atisfic every delinquent with arguments, for then 
his worke were infinite;bu- ſtritly and direly to open 
the booke, and to execute the Lawe of the Land, and 
cuery liege-man is to acquieſle therein. For the Indge is, 
or ought truly to bee, Lex /oquens, and doth but tell vs 
the Lawe,and shew vs the high-way in which wee muſk 
walke; and if wee liſt not to walke in jt, wee mult be 
content to ſuffer for our willtu}l folly, or walke out of 
the vyay , out of the reach of the Lawe. And there js 
Ereat reaſon for this, for God hath ſet Kir-gs as his De- 
puties 40 execute luſtice and Iudgement, he expeQts it at 
theirhands; and where any euill tals out for lacke of cx- 
ccution, the fault is the Magiſtrates, if there be Law to 
preuent it; of him $hall the ſoule be required which pe- 
risheth for lacke of gouernment; as the ſoule shalbe re- 
quired at the Paſtors hands, which perisketh for lacke 
of inſtruction in the truth. Great reaſon is it therefore 
he should haue power ouer ſuch as he muſt anſwere (o 
Lrialy tor, that he may punish them, or compe!] them 
to come in, or Keepe them for drawing others out of his 
folde. 

So wee ſce, Tap. 17. Micha ſets vp an Idol contrary to 
Gois Lawe, he will hauc a parlor-worship, a religion 
by himſelte: The reaſon of this error of knowledge and 
conſcience is giuen there; Then there Was no King in Iſrael, 
but euery man did What ſeemed good in his ewne eyes. So the 
King is to ſee to Religion, and if Idolatry increateth,or 
ſes, or ſchiſmes ariſe, it is counted rhe Kings fault, 
}f thcre bee a King; the fault ariſing heere for Jacke of 
2 King : that is, of a fit perſon to execute the Lawe a- 
gainſt Idolairy Likewiſe in the 75. Chap. of indger the 
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Lenites wife is defiled after an vnſatiable & b:utish wa- 
ner : The reaſon of this villaine,this iniuſtice, this error 
in praQtiſe,is g'uen as before, Then 7here Was no King, Ofc. 
So all diſorders of lite are for /acke of execution of In#ice: 
for God gave the People a Lawe in this caſe; ſo they 
lacked not a law,but a Magiſtrate to cxecute it. Againe; 
in the 21. Chap. of dg: There are two barbarous fats 
mentioned; the firſt, the bloudy deſtruction of Tabes Gi- 
lzad;rhe other, the rape of certaine vitgins by fraude and 
force, who came cur, withour fezre of trechery, ſecurely 
truſting to their owne innocence, and the peace of the 
State. The reaſon of theſe diſorders is giuen as before; 
Then there Was no Kino in Iſracl, but enery man aid What 
ſeemed good in his owne eyes: There vyas a Lawe, but there 
vyas none deſigned to execute it. 

Prayſed be God, vvee haue both King , Lawes, 
Prieſts, and Ivdges; how haps it then , that there are (L 
do not lay finnes, for there yyill be ſfinncs as long as 
there are men,) but ſuch common,open, c1ying ſinnes, 
ſuch raigning , roaring, raging ſinnes,ſuch beaten roads, 
common high-yvayes of linnes and (inning , as if there 
vvere no King, no Lawe,no Prieſt, no Iudge in Fnglana? 
I ſpeake not ofthem, vyhich may pretend their excuſe 
from the frayity of our natures, and our procliuenes to 
ſin, but of ſuch as are committed with a high hand, ſtan- 
ding like thecues by the high-vvayes fide at nooneday, 
and robbing God of his glory, the Common-wealth of 
their honor, and that vvith violence, vvith applauſe, 
Shaddowing their vnlawtfull ations vnder the pretence 
of Lawe itſelfe, vvhich should reforme them. And 
ſome of theſe for the manifeſtation of this point, I in- 
tcad to bring to the barre to anſwere for themſelues. 
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But ſee I shall not neede; for impudent Sacreledoe ap- 
peares of himſelfe to confront the Pulpir and the bench 
£00; lt is not a ſcarier gowne that can fright Diues; for 
he vvent in purple cuery day. If luſtice helpe not, he 
vvill ſtrangle Dexotion : for vvho vvill giue to: God, if 
the Diucll enioyes vvhat is ginen ? Or yyho vvill giue 
tothe Clergie, to the poore, to charitable vſes,if the A. 
thicſt, the prophane perſon , the vncharitable vvretch, 
the Politician, may ceize vpon it & (cl it, or the title to 
tr,as he doth. Itlyes only in the hands of Power and Au- 
thority to ſtop his mouth; for he hath got ſuch counte- 
nance and ſupportance as he ſits in judgement,and hath 
givcn ſentence (like the Man of finne)againſt the Cler- 
&y, that tithes are not due to them 74re Dziuzno; and 
therefore he and his may ceize ypon them vvith Pre 
ſeriptions, Impropriations, Prohibitions, like an other three- 
headed Cerberus ,Inre diabolico. The Country-people like 
well,and vvill ſoone learne this leſſon, they thought be- 
fore it vvas no conſcience to pay tithes , but all being 
duc by almes, it vvas no theft, no ſacriledge , but yviſe- 
dome and good huſbandry to keepe aſmuch backe as 
they might; vvee expected reformation, anda reſtoring 
of the oyle to the lampes, as God had lent theſe times. 
more light then others: But now there is cauſe to doubt 
rather ſubſtraQion, then to hope for reſtitution; much: 
lefſe to expe addition : Simry, Sarriledge, all arc let 

looſe and armed. and 1adzs hath ſufficient colour to- 
faue like a theefe his oyntment from Chriſts members 
and Minifers, voder pretence of charity , and relceuing 
the poore; though Chiiſt ſees the. thiefe in. ud heart, 
and though Salomon knowes howſocuer: this Way may 
feeme right to thewſelues, yet the end thereof i deſiruttion F 
1; 
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the Charch, and death to many a poore ſoule. But they arcin 
their way,rather vvilling to pay tenths to Sathan, then 
to God; Itis therefore ten to one, if one of ten, haue 
grace to returne and to reſtore. God is iuſt, who, whilſt 
they withdraw their hands and hearts from good, with- 
drawes his grace from their hearts ; they may heare, but 
they profit not to obedience and praQiſe ; He will not 
ſuffer ſuch to gaine grace by the preaching of the Word, 
vyho for their owne priuate gaine yyould ſtarue the 
Preachers of the Word. 

The Yſurer comes next as a brother in enill to Sacrt- 
ledze. This muſt not now be called a ſinne, it js juſti- 
fied out of the Pulpit to be none; and it is growne to 
be a profeſſion too , and the Yſurer is a free-man of c- 
ncry company, but not free in any good cauſe or com - 
pany. It was a fin fo vgly heererotore, as none durſi 
practiſe it, ſcarce durſt name it, but yvith the figne of 
the croſle,as if they had ſpoken of a Diuell: but it is now 
ſo common, as he is ſcarce thought an honeſt man that 
is Not one : for he cannot be honeſt that is not rich,and 
He cannot be rich vvithout this trade. This is the gulph 
wvith ſinks and ſ{wallowes our Marchants , Clothyers, 
Farmers, Owners, all. Men complaine of the Law, (and 
that vyorthily) but this, this is the rocke that Ship- 
wracks all, and ſpoiles all trading and commerce,whilſt 
the yventer and hazard is the buyers andthe ſellers, but 
the certaine gaine tals betwixt both to the vſurer. This 
Man payes neither duty to God nor the Kipg \ for his 
trade hath no wartant from cither. God forbids it, the 
King tolcrates it, as ſome States doe the praQiſe of the 
Stewes, Oras our Sauiour ſaid of Diuorces, Moſes for the 
Hardnes of your bearts, ſuffered you to put away your Wines,but 
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from the beginning it Was not ſo ; the time hath not beene 
long, ſince this ſinne came in requeſt for a yertue ; nor 
will it bee long cre the pradtiſers shall ſee , chat how- 
former the Way ſeemes good in their owne eyes , yet the Yſnes 
thereof are the Wayes of drath. 
Next,the wſurcr and the Sacrilegious perſon, who arc 
coupled hke dogges, comes three together in a cluſter: 
1. The Foreia%r, 2. The Ingroſſcr, 3.1 he Depoputator;as 
ſeuctiall prcres of one Genrs;birds of a feather, who hang 
together of a ſtring; and it is pitty they 5houid not cucr 
fo hang. | 
The Fore/taller (1 meane not the petiy foreſtaller of a 
Fayre or-Matket, but the foreſtaller of Commodities in 
a vvhole Country). bites cloſer then a Goole ; for the 
Gooſe catcs all aboue the earth, but this beaſt cates 
yp all commodities before they ſpring, afloone as they 
arc ſowne in the Earth , and therefore is a right earth. 
Worm: | 
2. Neither when I ſpcake of Ingrofſers, dol intend: 
peity perſons, who ingroffe vp this or that commodity; 
but the Ingrofler of Farmes,who like another Cain takes 
voſt:ſhon of all, and will not indure any man to thriue 
or liue by him. Eucry Farme, euery trade,cucty Sheepes- 
courſe is his. Nothing farts him but a deere yeare , no- 
thing drownes him but a deepe and. long ſnow : for if 
that melts not the fooner, hee melts. He hath in his 
hands perhaps what would imploy ana malntaine tcn 
houſthol&s, and he ſcarce keepes one. Thus he beggars 
himſelfe, whilſt he is not able to ſtacke all his Farmes, 
Ari, Bot gine thein that compaſſe, which Ari/fozle ſaith is tie 
Decor. 19, beſt; namely,to compaſſe the ground about often With the 
48 an ew#crs feete ; heg beggars his Landlord, whilſt once in 
| {cauen. 
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ſanen yeercs he hangs his Leaſe on the hedge, and quod apte* | 
truſts to his heeles; he beggars the pootre, whillt he will et opti- 
afoord them no abiding place in the Earth, nor no ;... 0. 
imployment ro preſcruc them from Idlenefle : and he mini, : 
beggars the whole State, whilſt he bieeds beggars, and 

makes the ground vnfertile for lacke of tending; which 

3f it were in the hands of more, that could manure and 

follow cuery part ; would yeeld more increaſe to the 
Occupier, to the Maſter, and to the State of the Common. 

Wealth. 

3. The laſt of theſe is the Depopulator, who to inhanſe 
his Rents, puls downe all the petty Tenementrs and 
Farmes, and will have none dwel] neere kim. Aﬀoone 
45 this is done, he lackes neighbors; thus the juſtice of 
God vvhips him by his owne hand. Then he hyes to 
the City, vvhcre the Dic:ng-houſe vpon the right hand, 
and the Drintins-houſe ypon the left hand, and the Drab+ 
bing-houſe before him, fpcuds all that is left; or it any be 
left, the #yre-Woman,and the zaylor, dogs and hawkes,and 
Coach-hories dinide it; and amonglt theſe he wites 
allthat, wherewith his predecefiors feaſted themtclues, 
and ticir poore neighbours. There are Lawes againſt 
theſe, but often it concernes the 1zry , the Inſtzzes; nay, 
the T#dees themſelues, and therefore the Lawes muſt be | 
filent in this caſe; for theſe Wayes are good in their owne” ; 
ejes, thoury the Tſues of them be the Wayes of death. 

There come next to hand three others, who depend' 
of thoſe th :t went before, and whoſe profeſſion is prafti- 
ſed with a Kinde of warrantable deceite; namely, the 
Malſter, the Brewer,the Alehouſe-kecper;theſe drinke vp the: 
State, as the other did cate it vp ; and for their fakes, 
drunkennefle is thought a tollerable, nay, a neceflary 
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euill. Their pretences arc the prouiſion for the poore, 
or the raiſing of the price of corne, that the husband- 
man may liue, and that the rackt Rent may not yndoe 
- him ; but what he gets of theſe at the Barne.dore , he 
teaucs at the Buttery-hatch. Mothes are no worſe in 
cloth, ruſt in yron, nor whules in Mault, then theſe in 
the Common: wealth. For fince theſe were ſet vp, and 
manly exerciſes cryed downe,our bodies are weakened 
and corrupted, our ſpirits dulled, and made effeminate, 
and we fitted for ſlauerty, being euery day ouer-maſtered 
and made flaues by drunkennes and excefle, And yet 
there are ſome yvho ſuppoſe this trading to be as neceſ- 
ſary for the State, as Tobacco or the trade of the Faſt- 
TIadies;and for my partI am cafily induced to beleeue 
them, vvhilſt I know the equall diſcommodity of all; 
and ſee, that thouzh tbeiy Wayes ſeeme good to themſelues, yet 
the ſues thereof are the Wayes of death. | 
Next theſe, the bribing Officer appeares, as in 
clowde; for his wayes are darke and paſt ſearching out, 
except to him that can hold a candle betore the Diuell. 
Mammon brought him in, Mammon keepes him in, and 
the cxceſſe of his wife, child, ſeruants , gives notice to 
all eyes, that ſuch brauecry is not to be maintained with- 
Out bribes. And therefore yvhen poore men come to 
paſſe any thing how iuſt ſoeuer, they are warned to 0- 
pen thetr purſes vvide; and ſo whatſocuer the caule bee, 
their xeedles eyeshalbe made bigge enough for the Cable 
ME or the Camell to enter. Iluſtly may God complaine of ys 
Halle 23' as of Iſrael. Thy Princes are rebellious , and campanions of 
theenes : euery one loueth gifts, and followeth after rewards : 
they indge not the fatherl:ſſe , neither doth the cauſe of the 
gow core vnto them. And ler. 5. 26. Among my people 
are 


"CAND THE RI” 
are found Wicked men : they lay Waite, as he that ſenteth 
ſnares; they ſet a trap; they catch men. As a cage u ful of birds, 
fo are their houſes full of deceite ; therefore they are become 

great, and Waxen rith. They are Waxen fat, they shene ; yea, © 
they oner-paſſe the deeds of the Wicked : they indge not the 
cauſe, the cauſe of the fatyerleſſe, yet they proſper ,and the right 
of the needje doe they not indee. Shall I not viſite for theſe 
things, faith the Lord? shall not tmy ſoule be auenged on ſuch 
a Nation as this? 

God himſelfe muſt viſit for theſe ſinnes , the Magji- 
ftrcate will not; it is he that muſt be viſitedzit muſt be an 
omnipotent power that mult therefore reforme this 
genera[ll corruption, that ſpreads fo wide, and climbes ſo 
high : for theſe Wayes ſeeme good to the eyes of great men, yea 
to ſome of the greateſt, (who should correct it) zhoueh 
the Tiſſues thereof be the wayes of death. 

Now I haue proceeded fo farre I yyill conclude 
with him that is the cauſe of all this, and that's the 
Courtly Thiefe ; who begges a Patent, that all theſe be- 
fore ſpoken of, and more tco, may rob, as it were, with 
yvarrant vnder his ſeale. But I doe him wrong pcrhaps- 
to call him thiefe, he is rather a Bezgar; not a beggar by 
the Kings high-way , but a Begear of the Kings high» 
Way; ſo that no manu may paſle vp and downe in courſe 
of Lawe and Iuſtice but hee takes cuftome. Surely he 
hath begg'd ſo long, that he hath almoſt made vs all 
beggars, and therefore it is pitty there is no whipping 
poſt for him. But aſſure himſelte, though he be of the 
number of the ſturdy and incorrigible perſons heere in 
this yyorld, yet there is a vvhipping poſt for him in an- 
ether world, and he hall ſee, that though his wicked 
Wayes ſeemed good in his owne eyes, and in the cyes of hu fet- 
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lowts , of his fooles , of hu flatterers, yet the Tice of them are 
the Yoayes of death and deftruttion. 

But vvhat should I need to dwell longer vpon par- 
ticulars,when not only this or that member, this or that 
finger or toe, but the whole body is corrupted 2 Looke 
vpon Religion , are not our aduerſaries on all ſides in- 
creaſed? Do not all places-fwarme with (chiſmes , ſes, 
herefies, and private ſpirits? Looke vpon our lives; 


was there ever ſuch defect of charity, as if indeed it. 


were true which ſome flander vs withall, that wee teach 
a ſolitary faith wonld faue, and that works were need- 
lefle; nay finfull? was there cuer generally ſuch an itch 
of private wealth which ever fcrerunnes and effects the 
rnine of the Common-wealth ? Looke vpon all our 
Proicets , of draining ſurrounded grounds, or whar- 
ſocuer other profitable preterce they carry, ſee if rhey. 
aywe not at the draining of the publique putſe, at the 
milking of the ſtate by priuate Monopolics; as if England 
were a hard ſtep.dame,and no indulgent Motherto her 
prodigall and vngratcfull children. Looke vpon our af= 
fetions; was there euer ſuch a deade luke-warme indif- 
ferencie, a dow- baked zeale, as if we cared not whick 
way the world went, all waycs werealike to ys? Looke 
ypon man and wife, the Epitome of the Common - 
wealth ; was there cuer ſuch jarres, fo little lone, ſuck 
chopping and chaunging of wiues and huſbands, ſuch 
Nullities, ſuch playing faſt & looſe with the ſacred con- 
ivgall knot, ſuch houſes ouerthrowne by buſic, pragma- 
ticall, and'diſobedient Zxahs, and effeminate , ſlauish, 
and paſſline Adams ? Looke in the ſtreete, if you can di- 
Kinguish men and women aſunder by their apparel, or 
bchauiour; if every Szccuba ſcemes not an never, 10 
nat 
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that you had need of a Iury to inquire of their Sexes ? 
Conſider well if there be tuch a thing as modeſty and 
chaſtity or shamefaſtneſſe, left amongſt women, or 
conrage, manhood , and honour left amongſt men. 
Looke vpon the higheſt, if they make any other ac; 
count of the poore then of their tame cartell {1 except 
their dogs and horſes, and perhaps their sheepe, deere, 
hogges ; for theſe muſt all be fed betoic them:) Locke 
ypon the Commons, if their tecth grinde not with in- 
dignation, as if they had ſtomach enough both to cate 
the beaſts and their more beaſtly maſters. Looke vpon 
allmen, if ſinnes of all kinds doe not abound : See if 
you can diſtinguish the man fiom the Maſtcr , but that 
perhaps the man goes brauer , ſfweares lowder » and 
wilbe drunke ſooner. And if his Maſter keepe from 
Church for conſcience ſake, he will Kkeepe from thence 
becauſe he hath no conſcience, Looke euery way if it 
be not a $hame to ſeeme good, mach more 10 bee fo: 
If it be not a gloty to regard neither God nor King, Re- 
ligion nor Lawe. lf they be not the only biaue fellowes 
who dare doe the baſeſt ats moſt boldly, and ina diun- 
ken deſperate moode , iuſtle ſober and ſilent luſtice 
from the wall into the Channell. Bchold if Warr haih 
not made a. violent ceizure of ys all; want of wealth, 
want of ſtrength, want of courage, want of wit, want 
of corlcicnce, want of grace; ſo that wee reſemble the 
people of Laish ſpoken of in the 18. Chap. of the 
Iudges, 7. 10. yerſes, andſoare a carcleſſe, ſecure, irrc- 
gular Namzey, a fit prey forany Conqueror. 

This is all crue, all men ee it and confeſle it ; but 
where isthe caule of this? Our ſinnes; they are both the 
caule & the cffe;tor ſinne js punished with linne: And 
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lowts , of his fooles , of hu flatterers, yet the Tſe of them are 
the vrages of death and deitrudtion. 

But vyhat should I need to dwell longer vpon par- 
ticulars,when not only this or that member, this or that 
finger or toe, but the whole body is corrupted 2 Looke 
vpon Religion , are not our aduerſaries on all ſides in- 
creaſed? Do not all places-fwarme with (chiſmes , ſes, 
herefies, and private ſpirits 2 Looke vpon our lines; 
was there euer ſuch defect of charity, as if indeed it. 
were true which ſome ſlander vs withall, that wee teach 
a (ſolitary faith wonld faue, and that works were need- 
lefſe; nay finfull? was there euer generally ſuch an itch 
of private wealth which ever forerunnes and effets the 
maine of the Common-wealth i Looke vpon all our 


Proicets , of draining ſurrounded grounds, or what- 
ſocuer other profitable preterce they carry, ſee if they. 
ayme notat tke draining of the publique puiſe, at the 


milking of the ſtate by priuate Monopolzes; as if England 
were a hard ſtep. dame,a2nd no indulgent Motherto her 
prodigall and vngratctull children. Looke vpon our af- 
feAions; was there euer ſuch a deade luke-warme indif- 
ferencie, a dow. baked zeale, as if we cared not which 
way the world went, all waycs werealike to vs? Looke 
ypon man and wife, the Epitome of the Common - 
wealth ; was there cuer ſuch jarres, fo little lone, ſuch 
chopping and chaunging of wiues and huſbands, ſuch 
Nullities, ſuch playing faſt & looſe with the ſacred con- 

ivgall knot, ſuch houſes ouerthrowne by buſie, pragma- 

ticall, and'diſobedient Zxahs, and effeminate, fNauish, 

and paſline Adams ? Looke in the ſtreete, if you can di- 

Kinguish men and women aſunder by their apparel], or 

behauiour; if euery Suceuba ſeemes not an vat, It 
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that you had need of a Iury to inquire of their Sexes } 
Conſider well it there be tuch a thing as modeſty and 
chaſtity or shamefaſtneſſe, left amongſt women, or 
conrage, manhood , and honour left amongſt men. 
Looke vpon the higheſt, if they make any other nc; 
count of the poore then of their tame cartell {1 except 
their dogs and horſes, and perhaps their sheepe, deere, 
hogges ; for theſe muſt all be cd befoic them:) Looke 
ypon the Commons, if their tecth grinde not with in- 
dignation, as if they had ſtomach enough both to cate 
the beaſts and their more beaſtly maſters. Looke vpon 
allmen, if ſinnes of all kinds doe not abound : See if 
you can diſtinguish the man from the Maſtcr , but that 
perhaps the man goes brauer , fweares lowder , and 
wilbe drunke ſooner. And if his Maſter keepe from 
Church for conſcicnce ſake, he will keepe from thence 
becauſe he hath no conſcience, Looke every way if it 
be not a $shame to ſeeme good, mnich more 10 bee fo: 
If it be not agloiy to regard neither God nor King, Re- 
ligion nor Lawe. lf they be not the only biaue fellowes 
who dare doc the baſeſt afts moſt boldly, and in a diun- 
ken deſperate moode , iuſtle ſober and ſilent luſtice 
from the wall into the Channell. Bchold if Warr? haih 
not made a. violent ceizure of ys all; want of wealth, 
want of ſtrength, want of courage, want of wit, want 
of corcience, want of grace; ſo that wee reſemble the 
people of Lazch {poken of in the 18. Chap. of the 
ludges, 7. 10. yerſes, and ſo are a careleſſe, ſecure, irre- 
gular Natzey, a fit prey tor any Conqueror, 

_ Thisis all erue, all men ſee it and confeſſe it ; but 
where is the caule of this? Our ſinnes; they are both the 
caule & the cffe;for ſinne js punished with linne: And 
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Y THEMenWAres of com 

we that are caill Cuſtomers to defraud God of his due, 
muſt looke to haue ftrit & ſeuere Searchers, and Con- 
trollers, and watchers ſet oucr vs. But yvhere'is that 
cauſa proxima of finne? Sinne is a cauſe indeed of linne, 
bur it is ca#ſa remota, (othat cuery: eye cannot diſcerne 
that cauſe. . Why, the next cauſe of finne which eueryp 
eye may ſec, isthe lacke of Execution of good Lawes; wee 
hauc them, but thy lie as Herry the fifts Bowes and Ar- 
rowes at Pomfret Ca/ile, with which he wan the battaile 
of Azincourt ; or Edwardthe thirds ſword in Weſtminiter, 
which he vſed in the Conqueſt of Fraunce, and tels ys 
now what braue fellowes our forefathers haue beene: 
Heerc ooly is the difference, that ſword is cuer drawne, 
but the (word of Iuſtice is ever in the Sheath. 

Now my honorable Lords, you haue the ſword in 
Jour hands, though not the ſcepter; draw it foorth, and 
ſtrike with it the enemies of Truth and luſtice, who 
wander out of the Ki22s hieh-Way, in their Wayes of 
neighborhood, and Wayes of prinacy. You heare Nehemiah 
fay, Cap. 6. 11. Should fach a4 143 48 I feare ? It were a 
Shame. Should ſuch as you either feare, or fauour, or 
geſpect caules or perions-? I cannot ſuſpe ſuch a cloud, 
where there appeares ſuch a shining Sun of graces , and 
gifts of knowledge and profeſſion. I dare not admo- 
nish you ofany thing, I am ſo confident of your inte- 
gxity. Yet becauſe I know as you are the eyes of the 
State, the eyesof his Maicſtie, ſo you muſt ſee by other» 
mens eyes, and heare by other mens cares, Iturne me: 
therefore to them. 

Honorable Gentlemen, the King hath made you In- 
ſtiges, to aſlift theſe ludges in preſence, to ſupply by 
your authority their abſence ; Shew your {clues as your 
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Predeceſſors haue done, vyorthy of your places; reforme 
what you can, ipform where you cinor,that the higher 
power may. I know yort know, you were not made lu- 
ſtices of peace, to the end to be ſilent, but to ſpeake, He 
is vaworthy of his place, vvho attaines it onely for his 
owne grace, to hurt his enemies, profit his followers, to 
vpholdhis fation and pattie ; and therefore attends his 
profit or pleaſure rather then his calling , vvherewithall 
ke thinkes his conſcience is not charged ; but that itis 
enough for him to ſit on the Bench, to tell the Clocke, 
and keepe his Cushion warme. You know, and there- 
fore doc the contraric; the Church, the Common- 
wealth expets more from you , and I excite you to this 
in their names. 

And you Gentlemen of the Grand.Fnqueſt ,*and of 
Other Iuries, with chicfe Conſtables , and pety Con(ta- 
bles, I turne me to you : Conſider you are the eyes and 
cares wherewithall /#/ice ſees and heares ; without you 
Shee is blind and deafe : let not preiudice or partialitie 
take vp your affeions therefore aforchand. Be nor like 
Band-dogs muzled for feare of biting : remember the di- 
gnitie, authority and yſe of your places, and diſgrace 
them not by your vnworthy cariage. The pooreſt Con- 
ſtable is an eye to the richelt and wiſeft Magiſtiate : but 
few of them | feare haue eyes to ſee itzand that their Cec- 
tificates would witneſle, it they were ftrialy examined, 
which common!y are nothing but matter of torme, and 
yet without either matter or forme. 

Conſider,I beſcech you, how Policie hath ſet one eye 
ouer another, and how many eyes there are ouer-l00- 
| Kingall your voluntatic, your wilfull, your negligent 
and partiall eſcapes ; the petty Conſtables, chiete Con- 
" I. 2 ſ.ables, 
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tes, Grand: Enqueſt,the Iuſtices, the Iudges and the 


ftab 


whole County. And you that are next the loweſt, 


conſider the like, and fo ſucceſſively as you are ſuper- 


ordinate; I aſcend to you honorable Indges, who 


know you haue a King aboue you too, vyho can di- 
ſtioguish of wayes,diſcerne colours {though all ſcarlet 
ſinnes, & crying crimes be kept from his eyes and eares 
artificially):& there i one aboue bim too,who rules the hearts 
of Kines as the riuers of Waters ; and being aboue him, he 


muſt needs overſee vs all; for he is xapttewe5ns > the 
ſearcher and ſeer of the heart. 

There is a double wotke at the Aſliſes, the triall of 
Nift prima, and Cenſure of manners : This, this laſt (my 
Lords) is the needfull, the acceptable worke ; for we 
haue more ncede of a Cato to reforme our corrupt man- 
ners, then of a Cicero, or Antony ,or Salufe, tor puritie and 
polish our Language. Wee all ſpeake like good Angels, 
but we line like cuill. The Country Conteation makes 
the Lawyer rich, but the neglet&t of Iuſtice makes vs all 
poore. Heere nothing profits but due execution, which 
is then done, whea your honors do not only gine good 
and learned Charzes, and good examples by preſent aci- 
ons, but leauc an impreſſion for the future, and looke 
at your returne for full obedience to your commands 
and orders ; which elfe are effeftuall no longer with 
ſome, then this my S220, which being taken for a 
matter of courle, is perhaps toft by cenſure and ſcience 


for a vvhile, but ſcarce touched by conſcience, or drawne 


Into practiſe by any at all, though that should be the 
end of all hearing, as it is the end of all preaching. Now 
10 conclude; that both my Sermon, & your Lordships 
charge,andall our ations may be to the glory of God, 
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and the good of this Common-wealth; Let vs ioyne to- 
gether in humble and harty manner, and commend the 
end of this our preſent way of knowledge and the begin- 
ning of your zrcat Worke of Execution and prattife, which 
followes, to his holy bleſſing and direction in faithfull 
and humble prayer. 7 
Gratious God, thou that haſt ginen vs a Way to walke 
to heauen in, the Way of thy commandements,; and, vyhen 
yvee did not keepe that Way as wee ought, didft in thy 
mercy reueale the Way of grace vnto vs is thy Goſpell, ſen- 
ding thy Sonne to be a Way, life, and truth unto vs. A way 
to vvalke in, the life and. firength wherewithall yvee 
walke, and the truth wherevnto wee vyalke: diſpoſe our 
hearts to meditate, & to obſerue thoſe things that thou 
haſt taught vs, and obediently to shew our thankfulnes 
by labouring to praQtiſe the ſame inour ſeuerall vocati- 
ons with the cate of good eoſciences to thy glory. Lord 
giue vs grace to Shun a// Wayes that ſeeme enill and are ſo;or 
. are euill thourh they ſeeme not fo. Let vs not be mil-led by 
Wayes of neizhborhood, by imitation or example,cither of 
our predeceſſors deceaſed, or otherwiſe abſent or pre- 
ſent, nor wanider in our;prizate ayes from the publique 
rule of thy vyord, and the true end of our callings in 
Church or Commonyvealth. Eſpecially (O Lord)keepe 
vs from abuſing the Lawe for 4 colour of ſiune, as if vyce 
had warrant and authority to iuſtifie our vyickedneſle, 
and durſt finne without feare of punishment in the. 
fight of the Sunne, in the Kings high Way like Robbers. 
And (ince we ſee, lack of execution of good lawcs is the 
cauſe of our cuil lives, giue care & courage to thy ludges, 
& zeale and conſcience to euery other Officer of Juſtice, 
that all may ioyn together to root yp ſin, & to ſtrengthE 
the man of God ia the Wayes of God , that wee may fo 
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=” --* watkewith thceheere in obedience as Enoch did; that as 

” _ the was, . yvee may be heercafter tranſlated to yvalks 
with thee in etcrnall glory thiough Icſus Chriſt our 
Lord and Saujour. Amen. - 
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A Poſtſcript to all Chriſtian Readers, 
eſpecially to my brethren avd fellow-laborers in 
the Mini/terie,and to the Freeholders, 


Ln. Ml... ot — 


WF 7 Ou haue ſeene the hizh-wayes of God and the King 
playnely layde downe. Keepe you to the word 
*- of GodſtriQly, far that is Gods high-Way; 2.Tims. 
3. 14. 1. 16. 75. Concerning the Kings hi2h-Way,that alſo 
is his revealed will in the Lawes of the Land ; which, 
although his abſolute will doc not conRtitute (as Gods 
vvil doth) yet his conſent confirmes them as the Parlia- 
ment propounds them. In the Parliament then (which 
is the whole State repreſentatiue) theſe hizh-wayes are 
made ; and the fundamentall cuſtomes of our State, 
makes cuery Freeholder a way-maker in this caſe , not 
binding any man before he hath bound himſelte by the 
Knights and Burgeſles who ate his Spokeſinen. 

Bee therefore wary, when you heare a Parliament 
ſummoned by his Maicſtic, whom you chooſe Knights 
of the Shire, and Burgefſes of Corporations ; that is, 
whom you conſtitute in your places to repaire or make 
theſe high-wayes of the King, wherein you are bounde 
to walke obediently for conicicace ſake : and remember 
vvhatadmonitions his Maieſtic hath giuen you often by. 
Progdlamation to this ed : eſpecially in the fuſt yeere of 
© f his 
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their Countics and Corporations,vting to.choole ſtran-.- 
pers according as the were directed by letters or ſupe-» 
rior Commaud, as if they had no freedomes, or wanted 
fafficient men of ther owne. to ſupply thoſe places. 
And remember alſo how before this laſt- Parliament 
his Maieſtic (hearing and beholding vyhat packing, 

plotting, and vndertaking there had beene vſedin this 
important buſincſſe) did command all men to forbeare 
writing and ynderhand ſolliciting for the place, either 
on their owne behalfe, or others;and aduiſed the people 
to choſe freely , & not to betray their owne liberties in- 
the choice. Better counſell you cannot haue. 

When therefore you heare of a Parliament towards, 
let the Miniſters prepare the people, and warne them of 
the worke in hand, and Tet ſuch as are Frecholders con» 
ferre together,and{negleing both their Landlords, or 
great neighbours , or the Lord Liftenants themſclues) 
looke ypon the wiſeſt, ſtouteſt, a nd moſt religious per- 
ſons; and be carefull to chooſe fuch as haue no depen- 
dancic ypon Greatnes, nor ſeeke change of the State, 
Lawes, and Religion, nor hunt ambitiouſly for place, 
honor, and preterment;for there is danger in theſe: bur 
he that is religious, vvill ſtand for his Countries good; 
and in chooling fuch, you shall pleafe God and the: 
King, and profit your felues, and your poſterity. 

Finally, let none amongft you bee ſeene jdlely to ſit' 
at home, whilſt theſe things are doing in the full Coun-- 
ty, as if it did not concerne you: but ride, runne, and 
deale ſcriouſly herein , as for your lines and liberties 
which depend heereupon. And as you ſee ſuch as are: 
contraty minded bandy themſclues together for their 
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party, to chooſe one of their opinien for their turgie; 

- foke you doc the like , that you may counteryworke 

_ themand hold the liberty you haue got; and the Lord 

-# proſper you, and make you of one minde as one man, 
+ that the Goſpell may ſtill ourish among you, that 
mercy and truth may meete , righteouſaes and peace may kiſſe 


each other, that the Lord may gine that Which 1 good,and the 
Land may yeeld ber increaſe, 


Exryata. 


Fol. 16. lin. vit. for alterations, reade altercations. 
Fol, 73. lin. 2+ for villaine, reade villanie. 
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